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Abstract. — The zone of the South-western Balkans, starting from the 3™ cen-
tury BC, shows a greater affinity for fibulae of the Middle La Téne scheme.
Despite the fact that the origin of the finds should be sought to the north, it
is the region where the influences of the Mediterranean and Central Europe
mix with the traditional cultures of the south-western Balkans where the
production centres of these desirable goods were located. Analysed was the
material from the necropolises in Montenegro: the necropolises from the
zone of Lake Skodra on the south and the contemporary necropolises in the
northern region (the Lim and Tara basins). Specificities in the jewellery and
elements of attire revealed in funerary contexts are approached as indicators
of activities of local centres of manufacture.

Key words. — South-western Balkans, Montenegro, Iron Age, necropolises,
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Introduction

The wider area of the South-western Balkans, once incorporated in
the Roman Illyricum, despite being unevenly and insufficiently explored,
revealed a varied mosaic of cultural entities during the last centuries of
the 1%t millennium BC and the first centuries of the 1%t millennium AD. In
contrast to the general impression of Hellenised material culture, given by
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the pottery, certain types of jewellery and coins, the fibulae, as a sensitive
element of attire, represent part of the “barbaric” heritage, common to the
inhabitants of the wider Balkan areas.

The focus of our research, starting from the 3 century BC, shows a
greater affinity for fibulae of the Middle La Teéne scheme. Despite the fact
that the origin of the finds should be sought to the north, it is the region
where the influences of the Mediterranean and Central Europe mix with
the traditional cultures of the south-western Balkans where the production
centres of these desirable goods were located. In accordance with this
stands our conclusion that these “La Tene-inspired” fibulae cannot indica-
te that in the last three centuries of the 1% millennium BC the area of
north Montenegro was settled by the people of Celtic/Scordiscan origin.
The people whose artistic images can be seen on much later funerary mo-
numents in the region can be seen as descendants of those Iron Age gene-
rations, deeply rooted in tradition, but following the trends of their own
time.

Ilyricum is the term for both a Roman province and the regions of
Western Balkans. According to ancient sources, it was inhabited by the
Ilyrians (TAAvo(). The term Illyria, which appears in classical Greece (5%
century BC) as a descriptive name for populations on the northwestern
borders of the Greek world, changed over time in Roman political discour-
se.l Primarily, it referred to the eastern Adriatic coast (“the shores of the
llyrian Sea”) and the Regnum Illyricum, which later included the areas
from the Alps to the Morava and from the Adriatic to the Sava. The socio-
political organization “Regnum Illyricum”, in older literature was most of-
ten mentioned as the Illyrian state.? In the middle of the 3' century BC, it
extended towards the Adriatic Sea, encompassing significant parts of pre-
sent-day Montenegro. In that period (the middle of the 3 century BC), it
is assumed that King Ballaios ruled from Risinium.? Coins minted in this
city, with his image and the basileus inscription, were also found in Hvar,
Narona, Buthua, Salthua, which speaks of a relatively wide area over
which the influence of this dynast extended. The first Roman-Illyrian con-
flict is related to 229 BC, to Agron’s successor Teuta, and the last, i.e. the
31, to the so-called last Illyrian ruler, Genthius, and 168 BC. His capital

* The realization of this research is financially supported by the Ministry of Education,
Science and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia, within the financing of
scientific work at the University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy (N50. 451-03-66/2024—
03/ 200163).

We owe our gratitude to colleagues from the Institute of Museums and Galleries Podgo-
lication.

1 DZino, Domi¢ Kuni¢ 2013.

2 Papazoglu 1966 (1967), 11; Papazoglu 1967, 123-144; Fapamanun, Tapamannn 1967a,
104-117.

3 Dyczek 2019, 197.
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was located in Scodra, but this area was inhabited by different indigenous
communities.*

Although the eastern Adriatic coast and the so-called Illyrian king-
dom entered Rome’s sphere of interest as early as the end of the 3™ and
2nd centuries BC, not even the victory over the last Illyrian king Genthius
led to its organization into a province. Illyricum was mentioned as a pro-
vince only in the 1%t century BC, in the time of Gaius Julius Caesar (59
BC), along with Cisalpine Gaul. The establishment of Illyricum as a sepa-
rate province, first senatorial and then imperial, took place only in the
early Principate.®

The Region of Lake Scodra

The Aafedtar/Labeatae lived in the area around Lake Scodra (Ska-
dar). From historical sources that describe the events before and after the
Third Illyrian-Roman War of 168 BC, “terrae Labeatis” was the center of
the “Illyrian kingdom”. The most fortified city of the Labeatae was Sco-
dra.® An important Labeatian stronghold in the west of the tribal territory
was Meteon, which can be identified with the fortress in the village of Me-
dun (near Podgorica).” In Mataguzi (Mjace) near Lake Scodra, the re-
mains of the Illyrian-Hellenistic fortification were discovered.® The fortress
is so far the only Illyrian-Hellenistic fortification that was built in the
plain, in contrast to a series of fortifications on the hills (Samobor, Me-
dun, Oblun, etc.). The necropolis in nearby Gostilj (Velje Ledine) was
most probably a burial place of the local population. During systematic ar-
chaeological excavations from 1956 to 1958, 131 graves with mostly inhu-
med deceased were discovered. Among the discovered graves, three with
cremated deceased were found, as well as a certain number of empty
ones, which were marked as cenotaphs. All the inhumed deceased were
laid in relatively shallow pits with no special constructions, stretched out,
with their arms extended down their body or crossed on their abdomen,
and with rich grave goods, mainly consisting of ceramics, weapons, jewel-
lery and money. Ceramics mostly belongs to the Hellenistic period and its
origin is linked to the Italian mainland, to the so-called Gnathia or Campa-

4 Cf. Sagel Kos 2005, 249-290.

5 Not long after, the province was divided into Upper and Lower Illyricum, that is, Dal-
matia and Pannonia. For more information, see: Alfoldy 1965; T'apamanun, [apaimanux
1967b, 143-239; Wilkes 1969; Bojanovski 1988; Sagel Kos 2000, 277-304; Dzino, Domi¢
Kuni¢ 2013; Matijasi¢ 2022, 119-162.

6 In its second half, 27 century BC Scodra had the privilege of minting coins, with le-
gend LABIATAN on the reverse.

7 TapauranuH, lapamanun 1967a, 94-95.

8 The remains of the tower with partially preserved ramparts represent a megalithic
structure, built of larger stone blocks, see Velimirovié-Zizi¢, Pravilovi¢ 1985 (1986), 82-83;
Jabucanin 2018, 27-35, 76-77.
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nian pottery. Among the forms, skyphos, jugs, two-handled vessels, balsa-
mariums, bowls and small vessels dominate. Among the weapons, iron
spears and knives are mainly represented. Jewellery and elements of attire
are represented by fibulae of various shapes, double pins, earrings with
characteristic Negroid heads, rings with engraved representations and bra-
celets (Fig. 1).

Fig. 1. Velje Ledine / Gostilj necropolis — jewellery
(Institute of Museums and Galleries Podgorica)

Based on the findings, especially the money, burials at the necropo-
lis can be traced in two phases, marked as Gostilj I and Gostilj II, with two
subphases — Gostilj ITa and IIb. The Gostilj I phase includes skyphos with a
conical, tapered foot, jugs with a twisted handle, fibulae of the Curug-Strpci
type, double pins and silver belt plaques with votive representations (Fig.
2). The Gostilj ITIa phase includes skyphos with a low conical foot, fibulae
with two needles and a wire and spear-shaped bow. The Gostilj IIb phase
is characterised by fibulae with a heart-shaped arch and certain ceramic
vessels that resemble Roman forms. Based on the find of the coins, the bu-
rials in the Gostilj I phase took place between 200 and 160 BC, in phase
ITa between 160 and 125 BC, and in phase IIb between 125 and 100 BC.
More broadly, the necropolis at Velje Ledine in Gostilj was used from the
last quarter of the 3™ century until the end of the 24 century BC.?

MomiSiéi represents a destroyed archaeological site on the edge of
the Zeta plain, in the district of the same name in Podgorica, where during
the construction works, at the end of the 1950s, hundreds of archaeologi-

9 Basler 1969, 5-107; T'apaiauus, l'apamwaunn 1967a, 136-138; Basler 1972.
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cal findings (4th/3rd-2nd centuries BC) were collected, as well as human
osteological material from a number of destroyed graves. According to the
locals, at the beginning of the 20t century, there was “a large flattened
mound of earth” at the site.!? Although the information about the finding
conditions is not reliable, the available material provides an insight into
the material and spiritual culture of the population that lived in this area
in the last centuries of the old era (presumably the Labeatae). Imported
Hellenistic forms of various provenances (skyphoi of the Attic type; kan-
tharoi of the Gnathia-type, etc.) predominate among the ceramic material,
while fragments of vessels of rough texture, locally made, are rarely pre-
sent. Weapons are represented by spears and curved single-edged knives.

Fig. 2. Velje Ledine / Gostilj — elements of attire
(Institute of Museums and Galleries Podgorica)

The jewellery repertoire includes bracelets with ends in the form of
snake heads, silver pendants in the form of medallions and figures of
birds, as well as glass beads, i.e. products created mainly in the Hellenistic
centres. Rings with engraved representations, with themes of religious
character, are also present here, as well as in the neighbouring necropolis
in Velje Ledine (Vele Ledine) in Gostilj. Pieces of jewellery, which are also
part of the costume, such as omega-pins, fibulae of the Curug-Strpci type,
are made of bronze and stylized in accordance with Hellenic standards.
There are also numerous fibulae of the La Téne scheme.!! Interestingly, O.
Velimirovi¢-Zizi¢ mentioned eight “latenoid” fibulae (Fig. 3) and divided

10 Velimirovié-Zizi¢ 1966, 193-207
11 Velimirovié-Zi%ié¢ 1966, 197, 200-201, Figs. 27-30.
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them by the shape into: a) snake-shaped; b) leaf-shaped; c) lance-shaped;
and d) fibulae with a profiled head. One piece of the so-called Thracian fi-
bula (Fig. 4) was also present.!? There are also pins, with differently deco-
rated heads, which served as hairpins. A bronze coin minted in Dyrrhachi-
um in the 3" ¢. BC enabled an approximate dating of some finds from the
graves. It is important to emphasise that the graves can be considered to
be tumular graves.

Based on the repertoire
and provenance of the grave finds,
it can be noted that the indigenous
community, which lived in the ba-
sin of Lake Scodra, kept pace with
the Hellenized coastal settlements,
while, at the same time, it preser-
ved its identity, as reflected in the
manufacture and placement of
weapons in the graves, and partly,
also, of jewellery. Weapons include
iron spears and long curved knives,
sometimes stuck with the tip into
the ground next to the deceased.!3

A similar custom was also recorded at the older necropolis in Komi-
ni, near Pljevlja (Necropolis I), in 11 graves with cremated remains of the
deceased, where, in addition to knives, although less often, spears with
the tip stuck into the ground next to the urn were found.'# Ceramic ves-
sels and jewellery were imported mainly from the centres on the coast
(Dyrrhachium, Lissus, Olcinium, Risinuim etc.), which, apart from being
important redistributive trade centres, could also have been craft centres,
established under the influence of the Hellenic and La Tene culture.!s

Different varieties of fibulae can be recognised. According to the
first researchers of these necropolises: “It is very characteristic that speci-
mens with two pins were found exclusively in male graves, while those
with a single pin belonged exclusively to women.”26 The so-called omega-
pins belonged to men, and were worn on clothing. They appear in the
area of the Glasinac culture from the middle of the 6 century BC; in this
area they are also present in the 3'4-21d century BC.

(Inst. of Museums and Galleries Podgorica)

12 Velimirovié-ZiZi¢ 1966, Fig. 25c.

13 Basler 1969, 7-8; Markovi¢ 2006, 280-313.

14 Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovi¢ 1998, 5; Ruzi¢ 2008, 103—118; Cvijeti¢ 2014; Ljustina, Cvi-
jeti¢ 2019.

15 For more details about the jewellery, see Basler 1969, 8; Zivkovi¢ 1996; Popovié 1997,
Markovi¢ 2006; Vrzié, in press.

16 Basler 1969, 8.
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Based on the original pub-
lication, it remained unclear how
the sex determination had been
done.1” The reports do not menti-
on activities of physical anthropo-
logists either on site or later, in
laboratories.

Among the fibulae, the
“heart-shaped” ones (graves No.
38, 46, 66) stand out, which are
also present in Momisié¢i (Fig. 2).

It is assumed that they we-
re worn by men, and they were so-called Thracian fibula (Inst. of
found mostly on the periphery of Museums and Galleries Podgorica)
the necropolis, among the latest
burials.!8 Interestingly, already in the 1970s it was recognized that the ne-
cropolises of MomiSi¢i and Gostilj belonged to the same group of the so-
called necropolises of the Gostilj typel?, to which the necropolis of Gajtan
in Albania should be added?°, despite its different position and physical
appearance in the landscape. The fibulae from the necropolises were sub-
ject to a study which analysed them in a wider Balkan context, with a par-
ticular emphasis on the historical background.?!

The Labeate necropolises in Gostilj (Velje Ledine) and MomiSié¢i in
the basin of Lake Skadar, in addition to the influence of the Mediterrane-
an civilization that was transferred from the coast to the central region of
Montenegro, reveal the influence from the Balkan mainland. This is where
a unique craft-artistic expression was born, reflected in the making of je-
welry. Gold jewelry is represented by only a few examples (necklace, fin-
ger rings and earrings). The most common decorative details in Gostilj are
silver and bronze fibulae, found in the graves of both men and women.
While some specimens represent a continuation of the Illyrian tradition
(fibulae of the Curug-Strpci type and double omega pins), fibulae with
two needles and fibulae of the La Tene scheme, such as those found in
Momisic¢i, having a spear- or leaf-like decoration, and are of different ori-
gin and development (Fig. 5).22

17 Basler 1969.

18 Basler 1969, 9.

19 Gara$anin 1973.

20 Korkuti 1972; Gara$anin 1973.

21 Rolley 1977.

22 Vrzi¢ in press. A particularly interesting part of women’s attire/jewellery, not only in
the south-eastern and eastern part of the Roman province of Dalmatia, but also in its central
areas and in some coastal centres, are the sets composed of fibulae and chains with heart-
shaped pendants (especially during the 2" and 3™ centuries AD). Judging by the artistic re-
lief representations on funerary monuments, as well as the finds from graves, the “pectoral”
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(Institute of Museums and Galleries Podgorica)

The northern neighbours

In the Komini necropolis, our attention was particularly attracted by
the graves with finds of fibulae reminiscent of northern influences. One of
the cremated graves was of great importance. Grave No. 3/1973, like gra-
ve No. 4/1973, comprised coarse ware of local provenance, but in the urn
there was a bronze fibula, with the leg bent backwards and attached to
the arch with one plastic ring (Fig. 6). This type of fibula, otherwise cha-
racteristic of the Middle La Téene period, is also present in a large number
of sites in the surrounding area, primarily in numerous necropolises in the
region of neighbouring Bosnia and Herzegovina. It is also greatly appreci-
ated by the Late Iron Age communities of the western part of the Balkan
peninsula (Liburni, Iapodes, Colapians, etc.) during the phase Lt C. Inte-
restingly, not many of them were found in the inventory of the Middle La
Tene female graves at the territory of the Scordisci, from where we expect
cultural impetus revealed through the elements of costume to have come.23
In terms of the chronological value of the find from the grave 4/1973, one

on the chest, composed of fibulae connected by chains, can actually be seen as part of the at-
tire in a wider area. Similar to the Middle Dalmatian area, where sets of anchor-shaped fibu-
lae with chains are known, which adorned women’s busts, in the Lim and Upper Drina basins
(the necropolises in Kolovrat and Komini) silver chains made of twisted wire with a heart-
shaped/ivy leaf pendant can be seen as part of the costume and/or decoration. Although no
fibulae were found in these graves, the fibulae are believed to have been worn in a set with
knee-shaped fibulae. For more information, see Popovi¢ 2010, 95-110.

23 Tpyxeaka 1909, ca. 16-20; Bizi¢ 1951, 292, 293, T. I, 32; Tonc 2015, 140-142, Fig.
15, Map 10; Dizdar 2020, 333-364; Cvijeti¢, Ljustina 2022, 26-27; Ljustina, Cvijeti¢ 2023,
47-48; Mari¢, Jasarevi¢ 2023, 178.
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can have in mind the fact that the fibulae of the middle La Tene scheme
with a spring with two coils and a high chord can be dated to the phase
LT D, but with their initial appearance possibly being earlier. Such fibulae
with all their variants were discovered all over Bosnia and Herzegovina,**
with the largest concentration of Variant A (to which the find from Komini
belongs) occurring in the central parts, at the sites of Debelo Brdo near
Sarajevo, and Kamenjaca in Breza.2>

Fig. 6. Komini necropolis — fibula from the grave No. 3/1973
(after Cvijeti¢, Ljustina 2022, Fig. 7)

Based on the analysis of the fibulae, it is possible to claim that the
autochthonous Illyrian population preferred jewellery and costume details
which were attractive, functional and easy to manufacture. The communi-
ty was incorporated in already established communication networks,
which provided the people from the vicinity of Komini with desirable go-
ods, in accordance with the fashion common for both the Central and the
Western Balkan and south Pannonian areas. We do not find it appropriate
to burden this category of commodity with ethnical connotations. Accor-
dingly, these fibulae cannot indicate that in the last three centuries of the
18t millennium BC the area of present-day Pljevlja was settled by the peo-
ple of Celtic/Scordiscan origin.2

24 Marié¢, Ja$arevi¢ 2023, Map 2.

25 Mari¢, Jagarevi¢ 2023, 180.

26 The latest observations and interpretations of grave architecture and findings at the
ancient necropolis in Komini near Pljevlja indicate that burials were carried out at the older
necropolis, not only in the Roman but also in the younger Iron Age. The stylistic analysis of
the jewelry (a La Tene fibula) and the funeral ritual support this claim. The question of the
ethnicity of the indigenous community, which in pre-Roman times was buried not far from
the Municipium S, remains open. For more information, see Cvijeti¢, Lju$tina 2022; Lju$tina,
Cvijeti¢ 2023.
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Conclusion

Examples from the Iberian Peninsula to the Dniester River, and
from the Baltic Sea to the Adriatic indicate that the La Téne culture in so-
me of its physical appearances reaches the areas out of the Celtic ecumene
and sets some common patterns. These patterns, along with local specifici-
ties, are spread throughout “barbaric” Europe. The case of the Western
Balkans is even more complex since the territory was exposed to strong in-
fluences from the north and the south. It reveals in the best way that in
the last centuries of the old era, Europe was divided into two dominant
cultural spheres — the Mediterranean in the south and La Téne in the
north.2?

After more than a century of research and contributions by several
generations of scholars, it is easier to set pathways to solutions of pro-
blems that were recognized in the past. Not only has the information been
expanded thanks to the new excavations and re-checking of finds in muse-
um collections, but the research approach has changed as well. It seems
appropriate to approach the jewellery and elements of attire in the region
of the southeastern Balkans as indicators of activities of local centres of
manufacture.

The next step in research should be the recognition of particular
workshops and characteristics of their production, having in mind all al-
ready-defined cultural influences and specificities which were the results
of local artisans’ capacities and social demands, including fashion.
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