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Abstract: This paper presents a sculptural composition dedicated to the
Thracian god Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos. The place of discovery of this
monument is unknown, however there is a great probability that it came
from the territory of the contemporary Republic of Macedonia. This text
provides an iconographic analysis of the monument, as well as an over-
view of the cult of Zeus Zbelsurdos through the epigraphic monuments,
relief and sculptural representations, which come from the areas of its
distribution: Thrace, Moesia Inferior and Dacia, with an emphasis on
the findings from Moesia Superior. Particular attention is given to ex-
ploring the origin of the monument’s dedicator I'diog "ABvoc, as well as
his affiliation with the gerousia (yepovoin) institution. An attempt was
made to identify the place of the discovery of the monument, but also
the name of the city from which the dedicator originated (the name of
this city is not mentioned in the monument) and in which he executed
the function of a gerusiast (yepovcilaotig), i.e. was a member of the ins-
titution gerousia (yepovaia).

Key words: sculptural composition, Zbelsurdos, gerousia, gerusiast, Scupi,
Pautalia.

The text presents a sculptural composition with a dedication to
the Thracian god Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos, which attracts special atten-
tion with its iconographic depiction and epigraphic inscription. The ti-
me and place of discovery of this artefact are unknown, because it was
found among the items impounded by the police in 2009 in the home
of a private individual in the village of Zlokukjani-Skopje.'

Description of the monument. A segment of a sculptural com-
position placed onto an irregular rectangular base with a simple profi-
le. Almost the entire right edge of the sculpture is damaged, as well as

! The item was transferred into the care of the Museum of the City of Skopje, after
the police impoundment in the home of I. T. from the village of Zlokukjani — Skopje
(court decision of District Court Skopje 1, Skopje, no. 987/01 from 16.06.2006). A lar-
ger number of archaeological artefacts purchased from unauthorized diggers and anti-
quity thieves from archaeological sites in R. Macedonia were impounded on that occa-
sion. Most of the artefacts originated from the archaeological site Scupi, but some of
them, including the sculptural composition presented here, are lacking records of prove-
nance or place of discovery.
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the left and the rear side of the base. The topside base surface has a
preserved pair of parted bare feet, belonging to a male figure in stan-
ding position. To the right there is a pedestal that had a vertically
climbing snake, which is distinguishable only by its lower tail end.
The monument is made of fine-grain white marble of high quality. The
monument is preserved with a height of 24 cm, while the dimensions
of the pedestal are: 17 cm. long x 7 cm. wide x 6 cm. high. The front
side of the base is segmented into two zones with a single shallow
strap indention placed lengthwise, breaking the monotony of the flat
surface in a visual and aesthetic manner, and at the same time dividing
the text of the inscription into two parts. The text is a dedication to the
Thracian god Zeus/ Jupiter Zbelsurdos inscribed in two regular lines,
providing the name and epithet of the deity in the upper line right un-
der the sculptural composition, and the name and function of the donor
in the lower zone of the pedestal. The inscription is made in shallowly
engraved Greek letters, with a varying height of 0.7-0.8 cm. in the top
line, to 1 cm. in the bottom line. Only one ligature was used in the se-
cond line between the letters 'T' and 'N' in the word 'T'epovciactig'.
The dedication reads:

Text: Kv[pi]o ZPelcovpdm | I'diog "ABvog I'epovciactig gvy[nVv].

Translation: To master Zbelsurdos, Gaius Athius, gerousiast,
(member of the gerousia), makes a dedication.

The minimal state of preservation of the sculptural composition
inhibits the certain identification of its iconography, which in this case
was facilitated with the contents of the epigraphic text that represents
a votive dedication to the Thracian god Zbelsurdos. This allows to re-
cognize the preserved fragment of the sculpture (a pair of feet and the
rear tail end of a snake crawling up the pedestal) as a segment of the
usual iconographic image of Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos, one of the most
enigmatic Thracian cults worshiped during the Roman period. The de-
pictions of Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos have a typified iconography with
insignificant variations. Zbelsurdos is usually represented unadorned in
a standing position en face, with beard, moustache and curly hair, wea-
ring a drape around the shoulders, standing with parted legs, insigni-
ficantly bent at the knees, in a leftward movement, i.e. in an attack
stance.” He holds a thunder in his raised right hand, and an eagle in
erect position on his left extended hand. There is usually a crawling sna-
ke behind deity's feet, however in some of the monuments the snake is
coiled around the pedestal or an altar placed in front of the deity. It is
considered that the iconography of the Thracian, i.e. Dentheletacan
supreme deity Zeus / Jupiter Zbelsurdos follows the model of the Gre-
ek Zeus Keraunos Aetophoros (Kepawvog / Kepavviog, Aeto@dpog), i.e.
the Roman god Jupiter Fulminator, with his standard attributes (a thunder

2 A. B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, Zeus god of the dark sky
(thunder and lightning), Cambridge 1925, p. 819
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1. The front side of the sculpture
2. The topside base surface with a pair of feet, belonging to Zbelsurdos
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and an eagle) and similar competences.’ Unlike the Greco-Roman sup-
reme god Zeus/Jupiter, whose attributes, the thunder and the eagle, are
typical for a solar/sky god, his Thracian counterpart, in addition to his
celestial functions, also has chthonic functions, which is expressed
with the presence of the snake.* There are certain opinions that snake
depiction should be recognized as Zeus Ktesios (Ktoiog), who has a
theriomorphic representation in the Greek art, while the Thracians
transformed the snake into an attribute/companion of the god.’ In the
iconography of Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos, his companions, the snake
and the eagle, are not confronted but they are in harmony, symbolizing
the complementarity of the solar and chthonic principles/competences
of the same deity. Hence, Zbelsurdos is a god of the entire world of
the skies and celestial phenomena (the light, the thunder and the rain),
but also of the earth, the fertility and the underground.®

The name of the 'Thracian sky god', as Zeus Zbelsurdos is
most frequently termed in the literature, can be found in different vari-
ants: ZpeAlBrovpdog, ZPBehBovpdog, ZPBehcovpdoc, ZPBepBovpdoc, Zbel-
tiurdos, Zberturdos, Zbelthiurdos, Zvelsurdus.” With the exception of

3 H. Usener, Keraunos, Rhienisches Museums fiir philologie, LX, Frankfurt am
Main, 1905, pp. 1-30; G. Seure, Les images thraces de Zeus Kéraunos : ZBEAXOYP-
AOZ, TEBEAEIZIZ, ZAAMOZIZE. In: Revue des Etudes Grecques, tome 26, fascicule
117, Paris, 1913, pp. 240-242; A. B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, pp.
11-13, 806-824, figs 782-784; A. TenuoBa, OOpo4HHU MIOYKU C M300pakeHHE Ha 3eBcC
ot Jlomna Mwusust u Tpakus (B 3emute Ha P. Boarapus, I-III B. ci. xp. O6pa3 u xynT B
JpeBna Tpakusi, AcrieKTH Ha (OPMHUPAHETO Ha TPAKHHCKHS 00pa3eH e3HK (ChCTaBUTEIL:
J1. boreBa-bosinoga), Codusi, 2006, pp. 136-137, 148-150, with the refereed literature;
W. Nlonuesa, 3a kynTa u nmametHuiure Ha 3eBc 30encypa B Tpakus, Emoxu, kH. 1-2,
2004, YHuBepcuTeTCKO U3IarencTBo ,,CB. ¢B. Kupun u Meronuit®, Benuko TwspHOBO,
2006, pp. 41, 46-47, with the refereed literature (M. Tiverios, Zeus Keraunios, Lexikon
Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae (LIMC), VIII-1, 2. Ziirich-Diisseldorf, 1997,
No 27-31, 62-71; F. Canciani.,luppiter combattente. LIMC VIII, 1. 2, No 124-129).

4 A. B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, pp. 817-823; U. Jlonuesa,
3a kynra u maMmetHunute Ha 3eBc 30encypa B Tpakus, p. 41, with the refereed
literature; A. TernuoBa, OOpouHN MIOYKK ¢ H300pakeHue Ha 3eBc OT JlomHa Musus u
Tpaxus, pp. 137, 148-149, with the refereed literature.

5> A. Tenuosa, O6pouny MWIOYKK ¢ U300pakenue Ha 3esc ot Jlonna Musus u Tpa-
kus, pp. 149-150 (1. Jeues, Enna cemeiina Tpuana B penurusara Ha Tpakure, M3BecTus
Ha apxeonorudeckust uHCTUTYT 18, Codust, 1952, p. 22).

¢ A. Tenuoa A. OGpouHH TIOYKH ¢ M300paxkeHue Ha 3eBc oT JlonHa Mwusus u
Tpaxus, pp. 148-157; U. JlonueBa, 3a kynra u nmamerHunute Ha 3eBc 36encypxa B Tpa-
Kus, pp. 52-53.

7 W. Tomaschek, Die alten Thraker I-II (1893-1894), Eine ethnologische Untersu-
chung, Wien (reprint), 1975, pp. 190-192, equates Zblesurdos, according to etymology
of his name, with Gebeleizis - the god of thunder and lights worshiped by the Dacians
and the Getae, which has been accepted by almost all future researchers; G. Seure, Les
images thraces de Zeus Kéraunos, pp. 247-255, 258-260; A. B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in
Ancient Religion, II, 1, p. 822; D. Detschew, Die thrakischen Sprachreste, Wien, 1957,
pp. 177-178; U. Aypunanos, E3uksT Ha Tpakure, Codus, 1976, p. 70; D. Dana, Le dos-
sier Gébéléizis. Une page de linterprprétation de Zalmoxis, Ephemeris Napocensis
XIII, Cluj-Napoca, 2003, pp. 117-136.
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3. The front side and the right side of the sculpture
4. The top side and the backside of the sculpture
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the altars, the name of the god is rarely found on the relief votive tab-
lets, because most of them are not epigraphic.® In most of the votive
inscriptions the name of the god is accompanied by the epithets: Ati,
Kvpig, @ed, Deo, giving rise to the opinion that the different variants
are not actually a name, but epithets of the deity who was denoted
with the name of the Greco-Roman god Zeus/Jupiter, as opposed to
the claims that they are different variations of the original name of the
Thracian deity.’

The linguists studying the etymology of the god's name ZBeh-
covpdog/ZPerbovpdog treat it as consisting of two parts, identifying a
separate word in its initial part: “ZBel-“, “ZPep-“ whose meaning is
identified as a thunder, fire, light, shine, while the remaining part of
the name ("-6ovpdoc’, '-covpdoc') is interpreted with the meaning: to be-
ar, to throw. Hence, the definitive interpretation of the full name is de-
termilroled as: 'thunder-bearer' which is identical with the Greek xepav-
V10G.

The first mention of the Zbelsurdos cult is found in Cicero (Ci-
cero, In Pisonem, XXXV, 85) in his letters against Lucius Calpurnius
Piso from 55 B.C.E., accusing him that in the war against the Denthe-
letae during his term as a governor of the province of Macedonia (57-
56 B.C.E.), he demolished the shrine of Jupiter (Svels)uri?, one of the
oldest and most respected shrines in the land of the Dentheletae.!' Ba-
sed on the epigraphic finds, many scholars have concluded that this

8 Votive monuments (altars or relief tablets) with the name of the god were found
at the territory of Moesia Inferior and Thrace: Philippopolis (IGBulg III/1 1317, Zgebg
ZBekoovpdog); Augusta Traiana (IGBulg III/2 1773, Zebg ZPerbovpdog, IGBulg V
5612, Koprog Zevg ZpBerbiovpdoc); Pautalia (IGBulg IV 2216, Zevg ZBeksovpdog Kvpt-
o¢; IGBulg IV 2217, Kbprog g mpoyovikog ZBedcsovpdog; IGBulg IV 2218, Kvpiog
Zevg ZBehoovpdog; Koplog ZBeroovpdoc); Cabyle (SEG XLII 649, [Zevg? ZBeAbiovp-
50¢); Perinthos (I Perinthos 44, Zebg ZPeloovpdoc); In the Aegean part of Thrace:
(IThrAeg 384, Zebg ZPekoovpdog Oedg €mnkoog); In Moesia Superior they originate
from the broader municipal territory of Scupi and from the region of Kumanovo (IMS
VI 18, Deus Zbeltiurdus; IMS VI 214, Deus Zbelsurdus; ILIug IIT 1428, Zbeltiurdus);
Moesia Inferior orientale (IGBulg II 762, KOpiog Zevg ZBehsovpdog); In Dacia: Drobe-
ta (CIL III 14261, 1=IDR II 20, IOM Zb[elsurdus]); Esquiline Hill in Rome (IG XIV
981=IGVR 1 132, foto p. 116, 6 ZPepbovpdw kai Tapfadovin).

9 U. Nouuera, 3a Kkynra u namerauuure Ha 3esc 36encypa B Tpakus, p. 52 with the
refereed literature; A. TendoBa, OOpouHH MIOYKH ¢ M300pakeHHe Ha 3eBc oT J{omHa
Musus u Tpaxus, p. 148, with the refereed literature.

10 A, B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, p. 283; P. Mapuh Autuuku
KyJITOBH y Hamoj 3eMsbH, beorpan, 1933, pp. 17-20; W. Tomaschek, Die alten Thraker
IL, 1, p. 61; D. Detschew, Die thrakischen Sprachreste, pp. 177-178; Ba. I'eoprues, Tpa-
kuickuar e3uk, Codus, 1957, p. 78; . dypunanos, E3uxst Ha Tpakute, p. 70.

1 Cicero, In Pisonem, XXXV, 85 (...a te lovis Urii fanum antiquissimum barbaro-
rum sanctissimum direptum est); G. Seure, Les images thraces de Zeus Kéraunos, pp.
243-246, lists the different variations of interpreting Cicero's text: Jovis <vels> Uri[i],
Jovis [S]velsuri; A. Tenuosa, OOpouHH II0YKH ¢ n3o0paxeHue Ha 3eBc ot JomHa Mu-
3ust u Tpakus, p., 147, with the refereed literature regarding the analysis and modificati-
ons of Cicero's text.
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temple was located at the site Cari¢ina near the village of Golemo Se-
lo, Kyustendil (Dupnica) region, where numerous monuments linked
with the Zeus Zbelsurdos cult have been found.'? There are also claims
that a similar temple was located near the village of Kapitan Dimitrie-
vo, Pazardzik region."

The Zeus / Jupiter Zbelsurdos cult has been confirmed on votive
epigraphic monuments, on relief and sculptural representations, as
well as on coins, mainly from the region of Thrace, but also from the
surrounding regions. The monuments of the Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos
cult are the most numerous in the regions of the provinces of Thrace
and Moesia Inferior, especially in the regions of Pautalia (Kyusten-
dil), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Veliko Trnovo), and Philippopolis (Plov-
div)." Several monuments have been discovered in the southeast part
of Moesia Superior, i.e. its bordering zone with Thrace," two items

12 G. Kazarov, Nouvelles inscriptions relatives au dieu thrace Zbelsourdos, Revue
Archéologique, XXI, 1913, pp. 340-346, figs 1-5; I. Kanapos, Ceetunume Ha 3eBC U
Xepa npu Konunosuu, M3sectus Ha brarapckoro apxeonorunuecko apyxectso 1V, Co-
¢us, 1914, p. 82; b. I'epos, [IpoyuBanns BeXy 3anaJHOTpaniiTe 3eMH IIPE3 PUMCKO Bpe-
Me, lomnmunk Ha Coduiickus yHuBepcurer, Pumomornuecku ¢akynrer, LIV, 3,
1959/60. C., Codust, 1961, pp. 313-314; 1. MnanenoBa, Kem kynra ua 3esc u Xepa B
Hamute 3emu, Apxeonorust 1966/3, Codus 1966, pp. 35-36; IGBulg IV, No 2216, 2217,
2218; b. bopucos, Apxeonoruyecku mnpoy4yBanus B M. Llapuunna kpait ['onemo ceno,
Krocrenauncko, U3Bectus Ha Ucropuueckun Myseit- Kiocrenaun, IV, C., Kiocrenaunn,
1992, p. 253; B. Bemesnues, Coencypn, Kparka enuuknonenus, Tpakuiicka IpeBHOCT,
(penaxtop Ilomos /.), Codwus, 1993, p. 244; U. [lonyesa, 3a Ky/iTa 1 TaMETHUIINTE HA
3eBc 36encypn B Tpakus, p. 41; A. TenuoBa, OOpoUHHU MIOYKH ¢ H300paxKeHHE Ha 3eBC
oT Jlonna Musus u Tpakus, p. 147; B. Kaunaposa, [layranus u HeliHaTta TepuTOpHs Ipe3
[-VI Bek, Benuko TspHOBO 2005, pp. 170-172; . Benues, benexxkn KbM CBETHIUIIECTO
Ha 3eBc 30encypn npu c. Tonmemo Ceno, Hynuumko. In Stephanos Archaeologicos in
honorem Professoris Stephcae Alngelova, Studia Archaeologica Universitatis Serdicen-
sis, Suppl. V (2010), Sofia 2010, pp. 199-206; 1. Beaue, M3BbHTpajCKUTE CBETHIUINA
B pumckata nposunius Tpakus (I-1V Bex), Codust 2015, pp. 120, 254-255.

13 B. Bemepnues, Kparka enukinonenus, Tpakuiicka apeBHocT, p. 244; 1. Bbiues,
W3BpHTpajCKUTE CBETHIUILIAB pUMCcKaTa npoBuHIUS Tpakus, pp. 269-270.

14 A. Tenuosa, O6pounM IIOYKH ¢ U300paxkenue Ha 3eBc or Jlonna Musus u Tpa-
kus, pp. 137, 158-162, figs. 1-15, provides a list of sites in Thrace and Moesia Inferior
with discovered relief votive tablets featuring a Zeus Zbelsurdos representation (Zeus
Zbelsurdos alone, accompanied only by Hera, or by Hera and other deities); . onue-
Ba, 3a KyaTa u nmametHunute Ha 3eBc 36encypa B Tpakus, pp. 41-50, o6p. 1-18, provi-
des a list of sites in Thrace and Moesia Superior with discovered relief votive tablets,
epigraphic monuments, bronze figurines and coins featuring representations of Zeus
Zbelsurdos (Zeus Zbelsurdos alone, accompanied only by Hera, or by Hera and other
deities).

15 IMS VI, 18 (Ljubanci village - Skopje region), 214 (Dovezence - Kumanovo re-
gion); Bynuh H., 1931, Cnomenux LXXI, no 179=ILIug III 1428 (Kauauuk-KocoBo);
H. Bynuh, Comenuk CKA XCVIII, beorpan, 1941-1948, p. 306/72, village of Sukovo
near Pirot (relief votive tablet); II. IlerpoBuh, Hum y antnuxo no6a, Hum 1999, pp.
153-154, note 105; S. Cerna¢-Ratkovi¢, Thracian elements on the territory of Moesia,
Tpaxus u oxonmHuAT cBat, Hayuna xon¢pepenuus — [llymen 2006, MU® 14, 2008, Co-
dus, 2008, p. 384, note 23, fig. 5 (besides the Sukovo near Pirot tablet, she indicates
fragments of relief tablets from Kalna, and TrgoviSte or Ravna near Knjazevac); A.
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come from Dacia,'® and one monument is from the Esquiline Hill in
Rome.'” The monuments have the greatest prevalence of relief tablets,
which are systemized into several groups in terms of their iconogra-
phic features, i.e. whether the deity is represented alone or accompani-
ed by other deities. There is a dominance of relief tablets that repre-
sent Zeus Zbelsurdos alone (wearing a himation or only a chlamys
over the shoulders), in the so-called attack stance, in a leftward move-
ment, in the manner of the traditional iconographic representation of
Zeus Keraunos Aetophoros, i.e. Jupiter Fulminator.'"® There are fewer
relief tablets where Zeus Zbelsurdos is accompanied by Hera (Deme-
ter/Cora?), where the two deities are regularly represented in a two-
wheeled or four-wheeled chariot, which is interpreted as a representa-
tion of the hierogamy of the two supreme deities."” On the relief tablet
from the Esquiline Hill in Rome, Zeus Zbelsurdos (©eog ZpepbHovp-
doc) is represented in the company of an enigmatic deity riding a hor-
se known as Jambadule (IauBaSoukn%), whose gender and competen-
ces have been variously interpreted.”” On one of the reliefs (Bela

JoBanoBuh, Tpauko cBermnumte Ha benaBu kox Ilupora, 36opuuk Hapomnor myseja
Hym, XVI-XVII, Hum, 2009, pp. 55-70, kar. 6p. 6-7 (possibly including No 8, 11, 12
and 13 ?), figs. 6-7, fragments of 14 relief votive tablets were discovered at Belavi near
Pirot, and according to their iconography, most of them are dedicated to the cult of Zeus
and Hera, which is why it is assumed that a temple to these two deities existed there.
According to their iconography, two of these reliefs can be classified as representations
of Zeus Zbelsurdos in a four-wheeled chariot.

16 CIL 111 142611=IDR 1II 20 (II-I1I?). D. Tudor, Deux Sabazios si Zbelsurdos la
Drobeta, Pontica 10, Constanza, 1977, pp. 117-126; Al. Popa, V. Popa, Un intéressant
monument représentant Jupiter-Zbelsurdos, Latomus, T. 41, Fasc. 2, Bruxelles, 1982,
pp. 353-355.

171G XIV 981=IGVR 1 132, foto p. 116; G. Seure, Les images thraces de Zeus Ké-
raunos, pp. 236-240, fig. 7; A. B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, pp.
820-821, fig. 786, note 3. On this monument Zeus Zbelsurdos is represented in the
company of an enigmatic deity named Jambadule, whose identification has been vari-
ously interpreted.

18 A. Tenuosa, OGpoYHH IIOUKM C H300paxeHue Ha 3eBc oT JonHa Musus u Tpa-
kust, pp. 137, 148-149; U. Jlonuesa, 3a kynTa u mametHunute Ha 3eBc 30encypa B Tpa-
kus, pp. 42-45, o6p./figs. 1-8, with the refereed literature. With the exception of one
relief (village of Bozadzii, Sliven province), where Zeus Zbelsurdos is depicted wearing
a chlamys, and the snake is not present (06p/Fig. 1), on all of the remaining votive reli-
efs of this type Zbelsurdos is depicted nuked, wearing a chlamys over the shoulders. On
one Plovdiv relief, included among the votive tablets of this group, the deity is mirro-
ring the leftward movement, which is why the position of the attributes is changed
(o6p/Fig. 8).

19 Y. Jlonuesa, 3a Kyara u namMeTHULUTE Ha 3eBc 36encypn B Tpakus, pp. 48-50,
06p. 13-17, with the refereed literature. On these reliefs, Zeus is represented with the
usual attributes (a thunder and an eagle), while Hera, who is wearing an overfold chiton
and a himation, wearing a sceptre in the left hand, and usually a phiale in the right
hand. Frontally, there is a depiction of a crawling snake in front of the chariot.

20 G. Seure, Les images thraces de Zeus Kéraunos, pp. 236-240, fig. 7; A. B. Cook,
Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, II, 1, pp. 820-821, fig. 786, note 3; . donuesa, 3a
KyiaTa ¥ naMmeTHuuure Ha 3eBc 36encypa B Tpaxus, pp. 49-52, o6p. 18, with the
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Crkva — Veliko Trnovo) there is a representation of an unidentified fe-
male figure with smaller dimensions standing behind Zbelsurdos's fi-
gure, which is interpreted with her lower rank than the god.?' Only on
one relief (Laskar, Pleven region), Zeus Zbelsurdos and Hera are rep-
resented in the company of three nymphs, which is explained with the
involvement of the nymphs in the natural forces and the vegetative re-
generation.”

5. Inscription on the front side of the base with a dedication to Zbelsurdos

As opposed to the reliefs, the statuary representations of Zbel-
surdos are extremely rare. No stone/marble statuary compositions are
known to come from the core region (Thrace, Moesia Inferior), except
for the several small bronze statuettes made according to the iconogra-
phy of Zeus Keraunos Aetophoros, i.e. Jupiter Fulminator.”® The de-
pictions of Zeus in the manner of Zeus Keraunos on the reverse of the
Serdica, Pautalia and Augusta Traiana coins minted during the reigns
of emperors Caracalla and Geta are identified as Zeus Zbelsurdos.*

For now, the only analogy for the monument presented here is
one sculptural composition of Jupiter Zbelsurdos from Dacia, origina-
ting from Apulum or Ulpia Traiana, and kept in the National Museum
of the Union in Alba Iulia (Musée de I'Union d'Alba Iulii), Romania.*
In this context we should also mention the fragment of a sculptural
composition found on the site Scupi (the complex Thermae - Atrium

refereed literature regarding the various opinions regarding the identification of the dei-
ty with the name Jambadule.

21 G. Seure, Les images thraces de Zeus Kéraunos, p. 231; 1. Jlonuesa, 3a Ky/iTa u
namernunure Ha 3esc 36encypa B Tpaxus, pp. 45-46, o0p. 5.

22 U. Jlonuesa, 3a KyaTa 1 mameTHUIOUTe Ha 3eBc 36encypa B Tpakus, p. 49, o6p.
17, with the refereed literature

23 Y. NonueBa, 3a Kyara u nameTHMuuTe Ha 3esc 36encypa B Tpakus, p. 46, co Ha-
BeleHa nuteparypa (bronze statuettes resembling Zeus Zbelsurdos were discovered in
Priboj-Radomir, Golemo Selo-Kyustendil, Opaka-Popovo, Skutare-Plovdiv and Radin-
grad-Razgrad.

24 . Jlonyesa, 3a KynTa W nameTHUUUTE Ha 3eBc 36encypa B Tpakus, p. 46, oop.
9-11, with the refereed literature.

25 Al. Popa, V. Popa, Un intéressant monument représentant Jupiter-Zbelsurdos, pp.
353-355.
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basilica), which has a preserved section of a similar scene (left foot of
an adult male in standing position, and a vertically positioned spirally
coiled snake). The lack of an inscription and the poor state of preser-
vation inhibit its positive identification as Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsurdos.*

Two epigraphic monuments of the Zbelsurdos cult are known
from the territory of contemporary Macedonia, one from the Skopje
region (village of Ljubanci) and one from Kumanovo region (village
of Dovezence), both territorially included in the province of Moesia
Superior.”” Here we can also group the monument from Kaganik, Ko-
sovo, found in the boundary zone of the Scupi municipal territory.?
The names of the dedicators suggest romanized natives or settlers, but
the lack of data regarding their social status, profession and origin, do
not allow making any conclusions about the reasons or the manner of
arrival of this cult at our territory. The dedicator of the monument
from the village of Ljubanci in the Skopje region, Sextus Flavius Flu-
minalis, has a Roman tria nomina,”” which indicates a well romanized
settler, while the dedicator of the monument from the village of Dove-
zence (Kumanovo), Catulus Munatianus has a romanized epichoric
name.*® The monuments from Moesia Superior region are dated in the
2" and the early 3™ century, while most of the monuments from Thra-
ce and Moesia Inferior are dated in the 2"-3" century.

I'dioc "ABvoc, the dedicator of the monument presented here, has
a Roman name consisting of two parts, combining the Roman praeno-
men ["dioc with the Thracian patronymic ABvoc, suggesting a Thracian
. . 31
origin.

26 L. Jovanova, M. Onéevska Todorovska, Scupi, Sector southeastern defensive
wall and the Thermae - Atrium Basilica Complex, Skopje 2017, 349-350, cat. no. 144,
besides Zeus/ Jupiter Zbelsurdos, the representation also suggest possible identification
with Asclepius or Apollo Citharoedus.

27 A. Evans, Antiquarian Reserches in Illuricum, Parts III-IV, Scupi, Skopia and
Birthplace of Justinian, Archaeologia vol. 49, Westminster, 1885, p. 92, 120, fig. 58; P.
Mapuh., AHTHYKH KyJITOBH y Hamoj 3emipH, beorpan, 1933, pp. 17-20; IMS VI, 18,
214.

28 H. Byauh, Cnomenuk LXXI, Beorpan, 1931, no 179=CIL III 8191; P. Mapuh,
AnTnuku KyntoBu, pp. 17-20; Z. Mirdita, Antroponimia e Dardanisé né kohé€ Romake,
Prishting, 1981, pp. 88, 249, no 221(20).

2 IMS VI, 18.

0 IMS VI, 214.

31' U, Nypunanos, Ezuxsr na tpakute, p. 31: Athos (Hom., Steph. Byz.), Athos
(Ovid.), Athon (Hdt., Strab.), Atho (Plin.), ruianuna na nomyoctpoBotr Akte Ha Xa-
nkuauky; A. P. Dimitrov, Thracian Language and Greek and Thracian Epigraphy, Cam-
bridge, 2009, p. 37; D. Dana, Onomasticon Thracicum (OnomThrac). Répertoire des
noms indigénes de Thrace, Macédoine Orientale, Mésies, Dacie et Bithynie, Meke-
muoto 70, Athénes 2014, p. 11 (Athys, Athus, Atys, AOvc), Thracia: Batkun, terr. Phi-
lippopolis (IGB IIL. 1 1204, ABvc Zmopt[o]kov); Augusta Traiana (4E, 2008, 1214 =
SEG LVIII 678), Avp(iiov) Acta[tikév] ABvog (ca.220-240p); Pizus, terr. Augusta
Traiana (/GB 1I1.2 1690 col. b18), Movkatpaiig ABvog (202p); Viden, terr. Augusta
Traiana, (IGB II1.2 1735), [—]atpaiig ABvog (II-IIP); Dolna Koznica, terr. Pautalia:
«Zovpig ABvogy; Moesia Inf: Glava Panega (sanct.), (IGB II 560), Awlag ABvo[c] (II-
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Especially important is the data that the dedicator is a gerousi-
ast (yepovolaotng), i.e. a member of the institution gerousia (yepov-
cin) in a city with an unidentified name in the text.

The gerousia (council of elders) is a characteristic institution
for the social life in the eastern cities of the Greek-speaking sphere in
the Hellenistic and the Roman period. During the Roman period, these
councils had first appeared in the 1* century, and functioned until the
mid-3" century. Members of the gerousia were the older/experienced
individuals of the municipal elite after the completion of their functi-
on, but they also accepted wealthier individuals from the lower social
classes who had no opportunity to be elected as magistrates, and in a
way the gerousia provided an opportunity for a social progress. There
is not enough data regarding the nature, status and competences of the
gerousiae in terms of whether they functioned as social institutions
with religious and administrative competences, or they were voluntary
associations without any social role. The gerousiae were sponsored by
the Roman administration, closely linked with the functions of the
gymnasia, the worship of certain cults important to the city, and with
the affirmation of the Imperial cult, which is why their role is often
compared to that of the Augustales. They had their own treasury and
real-estates, but also a burial ground for their members. They had an
internal organization and hierarchy with managers, treasurers, lawyers
and other competences. The gerousia funds were used for placing sta-
tues of the Emperor and his family, and of respected citizens, for
organizing different festivities or religious festivals mostly connected
with the Imperial cult.*’ The Roman emperors, especially the ones
after Hadrian’s reign, stimulated the establishment of gerousiae in the
eastern provinces, while in some of the cities the establishment of this
institution is linked to the visit of some Emperor.** In some of the citi-
es, Argos and Ephesus for example, the gerousiae have older roots in
the antiquity, but in most of the eastern cities they were a novelty Ro-
man period institution. The name of the gerousia is often preceded by
the epithet 1 iepa yepovoio = sacred gerousia, which is linked with the

IIP); Arkovna, terr. Marcianopolis, (IGB II 845) [- ka1 Ent?Inmopig ot ABvog kot Av-
Aov[......... mo?]peog 1epeig (II-1IP); D. Dana, Onomasticon Thracicum, Répertoire des
noms indigénes de Thrace, Macédoine Orientale, Mésies, Dacie et Bithynie, Supplem.
(OnomThracSuppl), http://www.anhima.fr/IMG/pdf/onomthracsuppl.pdf, 2017, p. 11
(Kozi Gramadi (terr. de Philippopolis), épit. (Hristov, Kozi Gramadi, 2014, pp. 149 et
183, n° 192) (imp.): Xi6vn ABv[og?]); IGBulg. 111, 2, 1690 (Movkatpaiig 46vog/ Au-
gusta Traiana).

32 J. H. Oliver, The Sacred Gerusia, Hesperia Supplement 6. Princeton, 1941, pp. 3-
8, 21-50; J. H. Oliver, Gerusiaec and Augustales, Historia VII, Wiesbaden, 1958, pp.
472-479, 494-496; H. lllapankos, Cseuienara repycus BbB @ununomnon, [oguimHuk Ha
jgenapraMeHT Ha “Cpelr3eMHOMOPCKU U M3TOYHM H3ieqBaHus-HOB OBbIArpCKH yHUBEp-
cutet” ToM 2, Codust, 2004, pp. 198-209.

33 J. H. Oliver, The Sacred Gerusia, pp. 4-7, 21-22, 28-29, 34-36; J. H. Oliver, Ge-
rusiae and Augustales, pp. 475-476, 494.
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religious character of this institution. Gerousiae with the epithet 'sac-
red'34are known in Ephesus, Athens, Stratonicea, Philippopolis, Pauta-
lia.

In Scupi, as a Roman colony with a western model of social ad-
ministration and provenance in the Latin-speaking sphere, the existen-
ce and functioning of an institution gerousia where the dedicator T'di-
oG ABvoc could have been a member is highly unlikely. Hence, the
origin of the dedicator I'diog "ABvog should probably be linked to so-
me of the nearby urban centres with a functional gerousia and a wor-
ship of Zeus Zbelsurdos cult. In the nearby provinces included in the
Greek-speaking sphere: Macedonia, Thrace and Moesia Inferior, there
is a considerable number of epigraphic testimonies for the work of the
gerousiae in the cities: Thessalonica,” Heraklea Sintica,*® Pautalia,”’
Philip4p0polis,38 Serdica,”® Augusta Traiana® and Nicopolis ad Is-
trum.*' On the other hand the monuments of the Zeus/Jupiter Zbelsur-
dos cult are especially frequent in the regions of of Pautalia (Kyusten-
dil), Nicopolis ad Istrum (Veliko Trnovo), and Philippopolis (Plov-
div).* We think that Pautalia is the most serious candidate for the
possible domicile of I'diog ABvoc, because it meets the conditions for
worshiping the Zeus Zbelsurdos cult and the existence of a gerousia,
and at the same time is the westernmost urban centre of the province
of Thrace, whose administrative territory bordered the Skopje-Kuma-
novo region, territorially included in the province of Moesia Superior,
with which it maintained good communications.

Final considerations

The place of discovery of the presented monument is unknown,
however there is a great probability that it came from the territory of
contemporary Macedonia.** Although it is difficult to answer this
question, the contents of the inscription can provide some help in the
attempt for resolving this unknown issue. The Zeus Zbelsurdos cult is

34 J. H. Oliver, The Sacred Gerusia, pp. 6, 37, 40-41.

35 J. H. Oliver, The Sacred Gerusia, pp. 36-38, 165-168, nos. 54-59 =/G X .2.1 154,
177, 195, 196, 200, 207.

36 IGBulg. V, no 5925; N. Sharankov, Heraclea Sintica in Second Centuury AD:
New Evidence from Old Inscriptions, Archaeologia Bulgarica, XX/2, Sofia, 2016, pp.
61-74.

371GBulg. V, no 5773, 5776, 5924.

38 H. Illapankos, Ceemienara repycust BbB @unumnonon, pp. 198-209=IGBulg. III,
1, no 885, 992, 995, 1046+1047, 5439, 5433, 1150+1151.

3 IGBulg. 1V, 1906, 1916, 2010; IGBulg. 111, 2, 1592.

40 JGBulg III 1592; H. lapankos 2004, Ceemenara repycus BbB ®ununomnorn, p.
204 with listed literature regarding the monuments from Augusta Traiana.

41 1GBulg. 11, no 692, IGBulg. V, no 5217.

42 Refer to notes 14 and 15.

43 Refer to note 1.
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confirmed only in the Skopje-Kumanovo region, i.e. in that part of
contemporary Macedonia which was once a part of the province of
Moesia Superior, and this could indicate a possible provenance of the
monument from this region. No monuments of the Zeus Zbelsurdos
cult were discovered on the territory included in the province of Ma-
cedonia, while in the urban centres: Lychnidos, Heraclea Lyncestis,
Stobi, Styberra and the city on the Isar Marvinci, there are no epigra-
phic records for active gerousiae. Hence, on the basis of elimination,
the possible place of discovery of the monument is narrowed down to
the Skopje-Kumanovo region and the territory of contemporary Mace-
donia (the region of Kratovo — Kriva Palanka), which was a part of the
Roman province of Thrace. We have already mentioned that it is high-
ly unlikely that the institution gerousia could have functioned in Scupi,
as it was a Roman colony of the western Latin-speaking sphere, sugges-
ting that the origin of the dedicator is almost certainly not from this
region. Still, the possibility that the monument was found on some site
in the Skopje-Kumanovo region should not be dismissed, but in that
case there must be some logical explanation for its presence. In that
respect, it is possible that the dedicator ['diog "ABvog, during his transit
or temporary stay in Scupi, or in the Skopje-Kumanovo region, for so-
me reason (official, private?) has made a dedication to Zeus Zbelsur-
dos, whose cult was already worshiped in this region that could also
had its temple. The reasons for that could have been his personal res-
pect for the deity, and the acceptance of the cult in his region (city) of
origin, which had an active gerousia were he was a member, and who-
se competences probably covered the worship of the cult of the supre-
me Dentheletaean epichoric god (Zbelsurdos). However, should this
assumption be accepted, the omission of the city of origin and the ge-
rousia of the dedicator I'diog ’ABvoc would be illogical, because the
monument was placed on a location within the administrative territory
of another city, i.e. province.** After all, he was a wealthy man of a
high civil position, who made his dedication far away from the place

4 In that respect we can also mention the example of the votive monument dedica-
ted to Hera Sonketene ("Hpg Zovknmvi)) from the reign of Claudius (41-56), found in
the Svrljig Valley (R. Serbia), near Timacium Maius in the province of Moesia Supe-
rior. She was a goddess (local variant of Hera), which was worshiped only in the Thra-
cian strategia 'Field Dentheletica/AevOeintikii [ledwacia'. The presence of a votive mo-
nument of Hera Sonketene outside the core area of worship is explained with the need
of the dedicator, the strategos Tiberius Claudius Teopompus to make a dedication of the
local goddess, worshiped in his strategia Field Dentheletica, during his private or
official stay/travel in the bordering zone of the province of Moesia Superior with Thra-
ce (P. Mapuh, Aatnuku kyntoBu, p. 20; b. I'epos, [IpoyuBanus BbpXy 3anaaHOTpaKuii-
CKHUTE 3eMH IIpe3 puMcKo Bpeme, loaniauk Ha Coduiickus yHHBepcutet, PHII0I0TH-
yecku akynrer (I'CY, @), LIV, 3, 1959/60. C., Codus 1961, pp. 245-246, note 1,
325; IMS 111/2, 128-129, n 101; V. Petrovi¢, Locating the Timacum Maius Station on
the Roman Road Lissus—Naissus—Ratiaria: New Archaeological Research, Balcanica
XXXIX (2008), Belgrade, 2009, p. 56; V. Petrovi¢, V. Filipovi¢, Epigraphic and Ar-
chaeological Evidence Contributing to Identifying the Location and Character of Tima-
cum Maius, Balcanica XLIV, Belgrade, 2013, pp. 35-42, 46-47.).
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(city) of residence. That is why it would be expected the name of the
city to be mentioned beside his function (member of a gerousia). The
fact that the name of the city is omitted suggests that there was no ne-
ed for including it, because the monument was probably placed on a
location within the administrative territory of the city in which the
mentioned gerousia was active, i.e. the domicile city of ['dioc ABvog.
According to this analysis it is unlikely that this monument originates
from the municipal territory of Scupi, i.e. the Skopje-Kumanovo regi-
on. Consequently, the only remaining option is the territory of contem-
porary Macedonia which was a part of the province of Thrace, where
we should seek the place of discovery of the presented Zeus Zbelsur-
dos sculpture.*” The scholars’ opinions regarding the sections of north-
east Macedonia which were included in the province of Thrace after
its establishment in 45-46 C.E., and regarding the routes of the border-
lines between the provinces of Moesia Thrace and Macedonia are divi-
ded. The prevailing opinion is that the Kratovo-Kriva Palanka area
(Kratovo, Zletovo, Kriva Palanka), was included in the territory of
Thrace,*® however it is questionable to which municipal administrative

4 Although the administrative status of the Kumanovo region is unknown, there
are numerous opinions that range from it being a part of the Scupi ager to the existence
of an independent urban centre that could have had a status of a municipium or an im-
perial domain with an autonomous jurisdiction. The epigraphic testimonies indicate that
two customs stations functioned in this region, stationed near the village of Lopate (sta-
tio Lamud) and KleCovce (statio Vizianus), and that there was probably a larger set-
tlement near the village of Biljanovce. The largest of them, and probably the one with
the highest administrative status, was the settlement near the village of Lopate (statio
Lamud), which functioned as a mutatio or mansio, although there are claims that it
reached the status of a municipium. The settlement was located on an important road
transversal, i.e. a crossroad that branched into two roads, one to Pautalia, the other one
to Naissus. (H. Bynuh, Tepuropuja pumckor Ckomsba, I'macHuK CKOICKOT Hay4HOT
npymrsa 1, Cromsse, 1925, pp. 1-4; A. Moécsy, Gesellschaft und Romanisation der ro-
mischen Provinz Moesia Superior, Budapest, 1970, pp. 44, 62; 1. Mikul¢i¢ Teritorija
Skupa, Ziva Antika XXI/2, Skopje, 1971, pp. 469-472; IMS VI 1982, pp. 19-20, 29-30,
41-45, notes 15-29, nos. 209, 212; C. Jdymanuh, Opranusaiyja puMCcKOT pyaapcTa y
Hopuxky, [Tanonnju, Janmvanuju u I'opmoj Mesuju, Vcropucko rmacuuk 1-2, Beorpan,
1980, pp. 27, 30; 3. HukonoBcku, AHTHKA BO CEBEPOMCTOYHHOT [esl HAa MakenoHuja,
Hacenbu, yTBpIyBama, NaTHU KoMmyHuKaiuu, Kymanoso, 2013, pp. 19-20, 27-43, 49-50,
70-83).

46 ®. INanasonny, MakenoHCKH TpagoBu y puMcko 106a, JKusa Anruka (moceGua
u3nama, K. 1). Cromje, 1957, pp. 76-79, 83-87, 93-95; 1. Mukynuuk, AHTHYKH rpa-
noBH B0 Makenonuja, Cromje, 1999, pp. 212-215, 229-232; . Mukym4uk, AHTHYKUATE
rpagosu Ha Bperannuma, Cxomje, 2009, p. 18; A. Kepamurunes, HoBooTkpueHu emu-
rpadcku cnomeHuin Bo kpatoBcko, JKua Autuka XXIII Ckomje, 1973, pp. 147-154,
the author claims that the Kratovo region might have belonged to Moesia Superior; H.
[IpoeBa, Crynuu 3a antmukure Makenonnu, Historia Antiqua Macedonica, kn. 5,
Crxomje, 1997, pp. 246-248, claims that the whole region along the Bregalnica valley
remained within the boundaries of the province of Macedonia; b. I'epos, IIpoyuBanus
BbXY 3alaJiHOTpakuickuTe 3eMu, pp. 245-249, 325-330-331, 365-367; B. Kanaposa,
[Mayranus u Heitnara Tepuropust mnpe3 [-VI Bek, Benuko TspHOBO, 2005, pp. 40-47, with
the refereed literature.
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territory this region belonged. The northwest bordering zone of the
newly established province of Thrace included the strategia Denthele-
tica, named after one of the largest Thracian tribes.*” It is considered
that later, after the establishment of the city of Pautalia at the begin-
ning the 2™ century, its administrative territory gradually took over
the whole territory of strategia Dentheletica. There are different opini-
ons regarding the boundaries of strategia Dentheletica and the region
covered by the municipal territory of Pautalia, but the prevailing opi-
nion is that the western border of the municipal administrative territo-
ry of Pautalia coincided with the western border of strategia Denthe-
letica, i.e. the province of Thrace, whose western border is traced in
the southwest foot of the Osogovo mountains, where the tripoint of the
provinces of Thrace, Moesia Superior and Macedonia was located.*®
Consequently the prevailing opinion is idea that it is highly probable
that the monument was found on some site in the Kratovo-Kriva Pa-
lanka region, which was a part of the jurisdiction of the province of
Thrace, and probably to the administrative territory of the city of Pau-
talia, and that the dedicator I'diog ’ABvog was a member of the gerou-
sia functioning in this city. Pautalia fits this analysis not only as a city
with a functional institution gerousia, but also as one of the centres
where the Zeus Zbelsurdos cult was worshiped, and it is also assumed
that the main temple of this god in Thrace was located nearby.* The
place of discovery of this monument should probably be sought on so-
me location near the antiquity road (uncharted on Tabula Peutingeria-
na), which connected Scupi with Pautalia.’® In that respect we should

47 The issue regarding the organization and administrative division of Thrace into
strategiae during the Imperial period is an extensively elaborated subject which still re-
mains open (M. TaueBa, lcTopus Ha OBIrapcKuTe 3¢MH B IPEBHOCTTA IIPE3 €IUHHCTH-
Yyeckara M pHMcKaTa enoxa (BTopo mombiHeHo u3manue), Codus, 1987, pp. 163-175,
with the listed older literature regarding this topic.

4 B. Tepos, IlpoyuBanus BbXy 3anaaHoTpakuiickure 3emu, pp. 245-249, 325-330-
331, 365-367; B. Kanaposa, Ilayranus u Helinara tepuropus, pp. 19-47, with the refe-
reed literature.

4 G. Kazarov, Nouvelles inscriptions relatives au dieu thrace Zbelsourdos, Revue
Archéologique, XXI, 1913, pp. 340-346, figs 1-5; I. Kanapos, Ceernnuie Ha 3eBc U
Xepa npu Konmnosmu, U3Bectust Ha brarapckoro apxeonorndecko apyxectso (MBAL
IV), Codus, 1914, p. 82; b. I'epos, [IpoyuBanusi BbXy 3anaaHOTPaKUHCKUTE 3eMH, PP.
313-314; 5. MnapnernoBa, KM kynra Ha 3eBc u Xepa B HallUTEe 3¢MH, ApPXECONOIHs
1966/3, Codus, 1966, pp. 35-36; IGBulg IV, No 2216, 2217, 2218; b. Bopucos, Apxe-
oJloru4ecku npoyusanus B M. Llapuunna kpaii ['onemo ceno, Kioctrenauicko, VzBectus
Ha Ucropuueckn Myseit (MUM)-Krocrenaun, IV, C., 1996, Krocrennun, 1992, p. 253;
B. bemernues, Coencypa, Kparka enuukioneaus, p. 244; . Jlonuesa 3a Kynrta u na-
MeTHHIUTEe Ha 3eBc 30encypn B Tpakus, p. 41; A. TenuoBa, OOpoYHHU IUIOUKU C U30-
Opaxxenne Ha 3eBc or [lonmna Musus u Tpakus, p. 147; B. Kanaposa, [ayranus u Heii-
Hata tepuropus, pp. 170-172.

30 @. MManaszonty, MakeIOHCKH IPaloBH Y pUMCKO 1106a, pp. 80-87; IMS VI, pp. 41-
42; 1. Mikul¢i¢, Teritorija Skupa, pp. 469-472; V. Mukyauuk, AHTHYKH TPaJOBU BO
Maxenonuja, pp. 229-232; B. Jlmruuk, AHTHYKa HaTHA Mpexka, ApXeoJonIka KapTa
Ha Peny6nuka Makenounuja, Tom 1., Cromje, 1994, p. 116; 3. HukonoBcku, AHTHKA BO
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draw a parallel to the altar dedicated to Zbelsurdos (IMS VI, 214) found
on the site 'Stara Crkva' in the village of Dovezence — Kumanovo regi-
on, which was near the route of the mentioned antiquity road. This site
is located in the southeast boundary zone of the province of Moesia
Superior, i.e. in the immediate vicinity of the border with the province
of Thrace, and the tripoint between the provinces of Moesia Superior,
Macedonia and Thrace.”!

Hence, it is possible that the dedicator I'diog "ABvog, in some of
his journeys, transits or stays in the northwest zone of contemporary
Macedonia (the Kratovo-Kriva Palanka region?), which a part of the
province of Thrace, and probably to the municipal administrative terri-
tory of Pautalia, placed a dedication to Zeus Zbelsurdos in some of
the local temples near the border of Thrace and Moesia Superior,
whose precise location cannot be determined with certainty.*

We think that at the current level of knowledge all the assumpti-
on regarding the possible place of discovery of the presented sculptu-
ral group have been exhausted, and that any future elaboration of this
issue would be unfounded. Because of that, we hope that the future
finds, connected to the cult of the Dentheletacan epichoric deity Zeus
Zbelsurdos, i.e. the institution gerousia, will allow the resolution of this
problem.

CEeBEPOMCTOYHHOT Je Ha Makenonuja, pp. 33, 36, 42-43, 60-62. It is considered that
the main road Scupi - Pautalia (uncharted on Tabula Peutingeriana), went from Scupi
passing by the eastern foot of Skopska Crna Gora, and near the village of Nikustak,
from here it continued to the village of Lopate (statio Lamud), where it branched into a
road that went towards Kriva Reka, passing through Kleckovice, Dovezence and Belja-
kovce to reach Golemo Gradiste near the vilage of Konjuh, where it turned eastwards,
and passed near gopsko Rudare, Kuklica, Trnovac, Sekulica, Filipovci, Opila, Psaca,
Gradec, reaching the Deve Bair mountain passage, and continuing to Pautalia.

SUIMS VI, pp. 41-42; 1. Mikul¢i¢, Teritorija Skupa, p. 469; U., Muxynauk, AHTHY-
KM TpafoBu Bo Maxkenonwuja, pp. 210-215; 3. HukonoBckn, AHTHKa BO CEBEPOMCTOYHH-
ot aen Ha Makeznonuja, p. 35.

32 Sharankov N., 2016, pp. 67-70, fig. 11, we can draw a parallel with the example
of an altar (IGBulg V 5924) found at the site Poleto near Simitli, which was a part of
the broader municipal administrative territory of Pautalia. The altar was placed by a
member of a gerousia of un unidentified city. Until recently, this monument was con-
nected with gerousia of the city located near Rupite/Muletarovo (Heraclea Sintica) in
the province of Macedonia, because of the wrong identification of its place of disco-

very.
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ABBREVIATIONS

CIL I = Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum, I-XVII (et suppléments); Vol. 3, Parts 1-2, ed.
Theodor Mommsen, Inscriptiones Asiae, provinciarum Europae Graecarum, Illy-
rici Latinae. 2 vols. Berlin 1873.

IDR II = D. M. Pippidi, L. I. Russu (éds.), Inscriptiones Daciac Romanae. Inscriptiile Da-
ciei romane, Bucarest (en cours): Gr. Florescu, C. C. Petolescu, II. Pars meridi-
onalis, inter Danuvium et Carpatos montes, 1977.

IG X 2, 1 = Inscriptiones Graecae X 2, 1, Inscriptiones Epiri, Macedoniae, Thraciae, Scy-
thiae. Pars II, fasc. 1: Inscriptiones Thessalonicae et viciniae, (edidit Edson Ch.),
Berlin 1972.

IG XIV = Inscriptiones Graecae, XIV. Inscriptiones Siciliae et Italiae, additis Galliae,
Hispaniae, Britanniae, Germaniae inscriptionibus, ed. Georg Kaibel. Berlin 1890.
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ATICTPAKT

Bo TekcToT € mpe3eHTHpaHa CKYJINTypajlHa KOMIIO3UIMja IOCBETeHA
Ha Tpakuckuot oor 3esc/Jynurep 30encypa. MecToro Ha Haoa Ha OBIE Ipe-
3eHTHPAHHOT CIIOMEHHK € HEel03HaTo, HO rojieMa € BepojaTHOCTa JeKa CTaHy-
Ba 300p 3a MPOCTOPOT Ha coBpeMeHa Makenonuja. HarpaBena e nkonorpadc-
Ka aHajii3a Ha CIIOMEHHKOT, Kak0 M MPUKa3 Ha KyATOT KOH 3eBc 30encypn
MPEKy MO3HATUTE emurpad)CKu 3aBeTH, pelje(pHU WU CKYINTYPaTHH HPETC-
TaBH OJ MPOCTOPHUTE Ha HETOBa pacupocTpaHerocT: Tpakuja, omHa Me3uja
u [lakuja, co akieHT Ha HaoauTe ox Mesuja Cynepuop. OcoOeHO BHUMAaHHE €
MMOCBETEHO HA MOTEKJIOTO Ha NeaukaHToT I'dioc ABvoc, kako u HeroBara MpH-
MaJHOCT KOH MHCTUTYLMjaTa repy3uja gerousia (yepovoia). HanpaBen e ooun
3a UAeHTU(UKAIMja HA MECTOTO Ha HA0Jl Ha CIIOMEHHMKOT, HO M T'PaJoT O] KOj
NOTeKHYBaJ ACIUKAHTOT, Y€ MME HE € CIIOMHATO Ha CIIOMEHHKOT, a Kajie Toj
ja u3BpuryBas QyHKUHjaTa Ha gerusiast (YEPOLGLOCTNG), OMHOCHO OWI WiieH
Ha MHCTUTYIUjaTa gerousia (YEPOLGia).

Knyunu 360poeu: ckynnrypajiHa KOMIO3uinja, 36encyp, repysuja, re-
py3ujact, Ckynu, [TayTanuja.





