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NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM EASTERN MACEDONIA

Abstract: Six unpublished grave and votive inscriptions from the eas-
tern part of the Republic of Macedonia shed new light on the epigraphic
habit in this region. The importance of these epigraphic monuments is
not only in the newly discovered texts, but mostly in the data they are
giving on anthroponymical and prosopographical issues, which are
closely connected to the history of the rich mining region in the Roman
period.

Probistip

1. In the courtyard of the church St. Ilija in the village of Mar¢ino,
4 km north of Probistip, there is upper part of a rectangular slab of tra-
vertine, broken at the lower part, h. 0,53, w. 0,52, th. 0,48. The inscrip-

tion on the front side is framed by cyma recta. H. of letters 0,04—0,03;
interlinear space 0,007-0,015 (fig. 1).

®ro(Pio) OVA—

mio (Boa

KOTECKED—

aoev EAVTH
5 Kol T@ av—

dpi €0t

amotedvn—

[®]Tt OVATi—

[@————- ]

Letters are square-shaped (epsi-
lon, sigma), with thomboid theta, omi- i
cron, and phi. fig. 1

Ligatures: THin . 4, HE in1. 6, NH in 1. 7.

These features direct to the dating in the second half of the 2™ cen-
tury AD.
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Sveti Nikole

2. Found at the Roman necropolis at it
the place called Selenovo, near the village
of Gorobinci, 6 km west of Sveti Nikole.
Lower part of a stela of white marble, h.
1,33, w. 0,55, th. 0,10. The inscription field
is framed by cyma recta. At the top of the
survived part, there are traces of two pairs
of feet. H. of letters 0,035-0,04; interline-
ar space 0,01 (fig. 2).'

Q, Eéve, un Popd cot

d0&N mapiovtt Emi—

oyYew- ~ €vhade

kettatl Kotvra Ovev—

5 daia kol Teptia Ovev—

daia €ovTf] kol T Ov—

yatpl Eavtic Kol 1

Bvyotploéq avédn—

KEV LWVAUNG XOPLV.

The opening metrical formula o, &&-
ve, un Papv oot d6& Tapiovtt Emicyewy be-
longs to one of the four known examples of
this type, which are testified only in Nor-
thern Macedonia, but not in the other parts
of Macedonia or throughout the Roman
Empire: & E€ve, un) Bapd cot 36EN moapi[ov- fig. 2
T0....] on an anthropomorphic grave stela
from Martolci near Veles,? ui Bapd 6ot 36&n map1dvt’ dveméoyty written
on an ara from Treskavec near Prilep® and o, &&ve, ' moog ui od [Bapv]
36&n n[apiovti] Tig on a stela from Malino near Sveti Nikole.* In the
comment of the inscription from Treskavec, Papazoglu and Ricl noticed
that dvenioyo (dvemioyewv) nor avenéym (Avemioyeiv) are not known
elsewhere. Enioyetv on this latest inscription uses the verb énéym (or
Enioyw).

The inscription is completely preserved, but obviously the grave
stela had an upper part with a relief, regarding the traces of the feet at
the broken edge, which puts it typologically into the group of stelac with
developed structure, i.e. probably a triangle fronton, a relief field and an
inscription field. They are usual and frequently found in Macedonia, as

I'T thank archaeologists V. Atanasov and A. Nacev for their support to publish this
inscription.

2 H. Bynuh, Cnomenux 71, 1931, 76.

3IG X, 2, 2, 1, 234.

4 C. babamosa, Hosu anmuuxu namnucu 00 Maxedonuja, KA Monozpaguu 10,
2012, 34—36 n. 13.
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in the Mediterranean culture as a whole, but in this particular case the
difference between this one and other pieces with the same formula is
important. Stelae from Martolci and Malino were produced of local sto-
nes with low artistic quality. Moreover, the anthropomorphic stela from
Martolci belongs to the group of stelae which were found only in the
mountain region which oversees the Pelagonian plain, as defined by F.
Papazoglou,” which makes them unique and typical for this region.

The text continues with the name of the deceased Quinta Vendaia
and the name of her mother Tertia Vendaia, who erected the monument
for herself also and for her granddaughter. The owners of the tomb have
Roman naming formulas. The relation between Quinta and Tertia Ven-
daiae looks as they were sisters at the first sight regarding their names,
but this is not particularly marked in the text, so the supposition that
they were mother and daughter looks more probable. This is the unique
appearance of nomen gentile Vendaius / Obevdaioc. Studies made on Ma-
cedonian anthroponomy in Roman times notice dozens of such gentiles.®
Personal names used on other inscriptions with the same opening met-
rical formula use names such as Antigone, Mestylas, Paramonos, Mem-
mia and Alexandros. The importance of the stela from Selenovo is em-
phasized by the fact that Roman inhabitants use a grave formula which
is typical only for northern Macedonian regions among domestic popu-
lation. This is the reason to count this stela among the indicators of the
mixture of the traditional autochthonic marks in the grave formulas
among the inhabitants who were Romans, as a part of the process of two
sided influences made by Romans and the autochthonic population with
a low level of Romanization in Upper Macedonia.

Letters are elongated and oval. The absence of ligatures, as well
as the dating of other inscriptions with the same formula refers to the
2™ century AD.

Stip

3. In the collection of the Institute
and Museum in Stip, there is a fragment
of a plaque of marble of unknown prove-
nance, h. 0,38, w. 0,38, th. 0,10. It is bro-
ken at all sides, except the left one. At the
top of the fragment, there are two lines of
a grave inscription. In the lower zone, in
the middle, there is a depiction of upper
part of a naked male figure, who was pro-
bably lying on a kline. His head is turned
to the left, his right hand is shorn, proba-

3> F. Papazoglou, Stéles anthropomorphes et amorphes de Pélagonie, KA 27/1,
1977, 137.

¢ A. Tataki, The Nomina of Macedonia, Roman Onomastics in the Greek East:
Social and Political Aspects, Meletnjuoza 21, 1996, 107-109.
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bly on the buttress of the kline, and his left hand is raised, bent in his
elbow and it seems as he was holding some object, which is now broken.
On the right side, there is possibly a female figure, now very damaged.
H. of letters 0,025-0,03 (o in 1. 2: 0,015); interlinear space 0,01-0,02
(fig. 3).7

Are&due[vog]

Avdpoviko[v]

The inscription and the depiction in the relief refer to the grave
stela with a scene of feasting. Concerning the inscription, the dating
should be set into the late Hellenistic times, according to the grave for-
mula made of a personal name and a patronymic in genitive and that
defines this inscription as the earliest one from this region.

4. An inscribed pedestal of a vo-
tive statue of white marble was found
in 1990 at the place called Kalajdzija,
in the field owned by V. Nikolov, 1 km
south of the village of Selce, which is
about 10 km south of Stip. There are tra-
ces of a statue at the top and the pedestal
is completely inscribed, including the
lower cymation, h. 0,20, w. 0,10, th.
0,11. H. of letters 0,017 — 0,015; interli-
near space 0,007 (fig. 4).

Ailhog

"Emtiyovog

xopt- /

ompto[v]. fig. 4

The letters have oval forms, no ligatures. The gentile Aelius dates
the monument in the times of Hadrian or later.

The statuette was obviously a gift set in a temple, but there are no
archaeological or written sources about the existence of a sanctuary in
the vicinity of Selce.

5. In 2000, academician P. Hr. Ilievski gave me a photograph of a
plaque made possibly of breccia (as seen on the photograph) and infor-
med me that it was found in the vicinity of Stip. Rectangular plaque with
an inscription field framed by cyma recta is broken at the upper left angle.
Dimensions are unknown (fig. 5).

[D(is)] M(anibus)
Iuliae Flaviae

7 Inscriptions nos. 3 and 4 are published here due to the kindness of M. Sterjov,
director of the Institute and Museum in Stip.
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rarissimae
Fl(aviae) Amalbili?]

5 M(arcus) Ulp(ius) V[——]IN
AN(V)SS [-———IN
p[osuit de su?]is
coniugi

bene [mere]nti.

The cognomen of Marcus Ulpius
was most probably written in 1. 5 and
possibly at the beginning of 1. 6, if we
suppose that AN(V)S at the beginning
of the line are cut for the ending -anus.

The letters are shallowly cut and
additionally highly damaged at some
points, so 11. 6-7 are almost illegible. Li-
gatures: AE (bis) inl. 2, MAin 1. 3. Ac-
cording to the grave formula, the ins-
cription is to be dated in the 2™ ¢.® fig. 5

Radovi$

6. Found in the village of Dedino, 11 km south of Radovis, an ara
probably made of white marble is known by the photograph given by T.
Nacev. The inscription is cut on the upper cymation, the body of the ara
and also on the lower cymation. Dimensions are unknown (fig. 6).

fffffff o téxva TI [- -]
glc 8¢ v avtdv Eotnole]v
oMA)NV viog Enog IMuppiog
dodrog Tovriov Aifwvog

5 0¢ k& étev[&ev] TOV cLV—
opatpov k[ai Kiglovopo[v]
TATPOG E0VTAOV ADTOV
¢ (®{®}vta Kol cOpuplov
ApTtepdmdpov Kol ZOoppo—

10  pov matépa pvnuocvvng

gvekev. vacat
vacat

RS *&;i;frn-ﬂ{
CTOPA N O Y

|

15

QA i A

fig. 6

8 C. ®epjanunh, Hacemasarwe necujckux eemepana y 6aikanckum npoeuHyujama
I-11] sex n.e., beorpan, 2002, 233-234.
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Square epsilon and sigma. Ligatures: HN, QNE, THX in 1. 2, TH,
HNinl 3,0Y,QON,OXinl. 4, NXinl. 5, NKinl 6, QQN in l. 8, QP,
NKin 1. 9, MNHM, NHX in 1. 10, NE in 1. 11. According to these features,
the dating of the monument should not be earlier than the second half of
the 2™ century or beginning of the 3™ century, although there are not
many inscriptions from this region, which would confirm this dating.

Inscriptions nos. 1, 4, 5 and 6 have Imperial nomina gentilicia.
Concerning the fact that their find-spots are in the region full of mines,
the first impression is that they were connected with ancient metalla in
different ways.

The village of Dedino is located in the mining region of Bué¢im
(copper, gold and silver) and Damjan (iron). Among other peculiarities
of this inscription (no. 6), the name of Iulius Libon arises special inte-
rest. Pyrrias at this family tombstone is particularly defined as his slave,
which, without any other description for Iulius Libon, looks as he was
a very well-known person. The senatorial family of Libonii had their /a-
tifundia and villae in the region of Scupi and Kumanovo, where they
were also working on the silver mine, which is epigraphically attested.
As the inscription from Dedino is dated in the second half of the 2"
century, it directs to the opinion that in that period Iulii and Libonii were
connected with familial relationship and that they have worked together
in the silver and golden mines in the vicinity of Radovis, as they were con-
nected with Rufrii and Ennii in the province of Moesia Superior.’

Tulius is the most frequent nomen gentile in Macedonia,'® and it
shows that during the Principate and in the first half of the 1*' century
immigration of Romans was very intensive in the whole province of
Macedonia and that at the same time the process of granting Roman
citizenship to the local aristocracy was ongoing. The presence of Iulii in
our region is most probably due to the exploitation of mines. Continual
presence of ulii (or their local successors, domestic prominent people or
freedmen) is attested also by the name of Iulia Flavia in the vicinity of
Stip (no. 5). Although we miss possible relations between Iulia Flavia,
Flavia Amabilis(?) and Marcus Ulpius due to the hard damage of 1. 6 of
the inscription, their cognomina testify the presence of Roman citizens
among the Greek speaking population. Aelius Epigonos (no. 4) was
obviously granted Roman citizenship in the times of Hadrian or later.

Flavia Ulpia and her husband Ulpius - - - (no. 1) were Roman
citizens, but their origin is impossible to be reconstructed by the remai-
ned part of the inscription. The village of Marcino lies in the closest
area of Zletovo (lead and zinc) and Plavica (gold) mines and so does
the town at the village of Konjuh. There are two more unpublished
inscriptions from Konjuh mentioning the gens of Iulii: the grave stela
of Lucius Iulius Epaphroditus erected by his sister lulia Prima and his

°S. Dusanié, IIpoconozpagcke benewxe o pyoapcmesy y Toprmoj Mesuju: nopoouye
umyhnux docemenuxa na pyoHuukom may, Cmapunap LVI, 2006, 95-98.

10°A. Tataki, The Nomina of Macedonia, Roman Onomastics in the Greek East:
Social and Political Aspects, MeAetijuozo 21, 1996, 107.
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brother Iulius Classicus, dated in the 2™ century and a fragment of a
grave stela dated in the second half of the 2™ century. Both of them,
although fragmented and hardly legible, confirm that according to the
cognomina, all of the deceased were local inhabitants who were part of
the local aristocracy, having lulii as their patrons. Immigrations of other
Iulii and Flavii in the vicinity of Konjuh are attested by Flavius P[rocu-
lus] or Iustinianus,'' and on inscriptions from the village of Filipovci:
Iulius Mucianus and Flavia Secundina. '

No direct data about the offices in the mines is given on the in-
scriptions, but following the presence of the most distinguished Roman
gentes during the 1** and the 2™ centuries, it refers to the conclusion that
their presence and possible migrations were usual and numerous.'* Un-
fortunately, there are not enough options for precise dating, because gen-
tilicia are used only as terminus post quem, and paleographical analysis
is not confident enough, because there are not many inscriptions for
analogies from the region.

The region which is a subject of our interest here is extremely
rarely mentioned by ancient authors. Livy conveys that after Aemilius
Paulus has conquered Macedonia in 167 BC, Romans divided the land
into four merides and, among other sanctions, they prohibited the ex-
ploitation of golden and silver mines, and left the iron and copper mines
free for the local population.'* The region was surely preferential for
the Romans in the times when the province of Macedonia was formed.
According to the epigraphic sources, the utilization of the golden mine
at Plavica and the silver mines in the region of Kumanovo, were in the
hands of the powerful senatorial gentes. The region was in the borders
of the province of Macedonia during the Republican period, before
Dardania was included in the province of Upper Moesia in the first
years of the 1! century. Putting strict and precise border lines during the
early Roman rule between the provinces is still an open question. Re-
garding these latest epigraphic monuments, after the formation of Up-
per Moesia, the exploitation of the metalla and the commerce connected
to them were still under Roman nobility with partial involving of the
local inhabitants.

The eastern part of Northern Macedonia, according to the given
inscriptions, was not excluded from any political, economic, commer-
cial and social processes of the Balkan provinces, as was usually
considered in previous studies of the region, mostly due to the lack of
epigraphic sources.

T IMS VI, 235.

12 A. Kepamuruue, Hosoomkpuenu enuzpagcku cnomenuyu 00 Kpamoecko, KA
23, 1973, 147-149.

13 As S. Dusanié, Ilpoconozpagcre 6eneuxe o pyoapcmsy y Toproj Mesuju: nopo-
ouye umyhnux docemenura na pyonuykom muy, Cmapunap LVI, 2006, 85 implies they
were not spending a long time in the mining regions as their place of living.

4 Liv. XLV, 29, 11.



96 S. Babamova, New inscriptions from eastern..., ZAnt 67 (2017) 89-96

BIBLIOGRAPHY

C. HNywanuh, IIpoconoepaghcke Genewke o pyoapcmgy y loproj Mesuju: nopoouye
umyhnux docemenuxa na pyonuuxom may, Cmapunap LVI, 2006, 85-102.

IMS VI: Inscriptions de la Mésie Supérieure, vol. VI: Scupi et la région de Kumanovo,
par B. Dragojevi¢—Josifovska sous la direction de F. Papazoglou, Beograd, 1982.

IG X 2, 2, 1: Inscriptiones Graecae X 2, 2 (ediderunt F. Papazoglu, M. Milin, M. Ricl
adiuvante K. Haloff), Berlin, 1999.

A. Kepamurtuues, Hosu enuepagpcku cnomenuyu o0 Hcmouna Makedonuja, KA 15/1,
1965, 109-115.

A. Kepamutuunes, Hosoomxkpuenu enucpagpcxku cnomenuyu 6o Kpamoscko, KA 23/1,

1973, 147-154.
F. Papazoglou, Stéles anthropomorphes et amorphes de Pélagonie, KA 27/1, 1977, 135—
150.

PE3UME

Hosure enurpad)cku CIOMEHUITN KOU C€ 00jaBeHH OBJIE, TOKPaj TOA IITO
ja 30oraryBaaT OpojkaTa HATIIHCH Ol PUMCKO BpeMe KOW MOTEKHYBaatr O]l HC-
TOYHHOT Jie1 Ha PenyOnnka MakenoHuja, HocaT 3Ha4ajHH MMOJATOIH 32 PErHO-
HOT KOj criope]; OpojoT Ha HATIMCH 3HAYMTEIHO OTCTAIyBa BO OJHOC Ha Jpy-
THTE MaKeJIOHCKH o0nacTu.

Harnucor Ha ctomenukor (0p. 2) HajaeH Ha puMcKara Hekporona ,,Ce-
neHoBo" 6mu3y c. [opoOuHy, CBETHHUKOJICKO, 3alI0YHyBa BO METPHIKaTa (Gop-
Mmyna o, EEve, un Papv oot 66EN mopiovit Emicyely, Koja € cocema peTka, a ce
CpeTHyBa Ha HanrpoOHa apa ox Tpeckaser, [Ipunerncko, c. Mapromiu, Benemko
u ¢. Manuno, CBeruHuKoICK0. O 0COOCHO 3HAUEHE € Toa IITO HaArpoOHaTa
crena o ¢. Mapronuu e autporioMopdHa U npunara Ha yHUKaTHa rpyna Haj-
rpobuu ciomenunw of [leraronuja, mpoydeHa u nedpunupana og @. [amazormy,
¥ HOCH aBTOXTOHHM Oene3u. IlokojHnukara Ha crenara o CelleHOBO U HEj3UHA-
Ta MajKka ce PUMCKHU TpalaHKH, [1a Ha OBOj Ha4MH € y0aBO OTCIMKAaHO Mela-
HETO Ha BIIMjaHHjaTa Mel’y JOMAIIHOTO HAaCeJICHHUE U J0jACHIUTE.

On oxonmHara Ha lllTum notekHyBa mpBUOT HaaTpoOeH Harmuc (Op. 3)
perucTpupaH BO HCTOYHHUOT Ael Ha PermyOnuka MakenoHHja Koj ce JaTupa BO
JOLHOTO XeJeHUucTH4Ko Bpeme. HanrpoOunara gpopmyna e cocema eAHOCTaBHa,
COCTaBeHa OJl JMYHO UME M ATPOHUMHK BO F€HUTHB, LITO € TUIHYHO 33 CUTE
HaArpoOHY CIIOMEHHIHN Of] TOA BpeMe.

Harnucure 0Op. 1, 4, 5 1 6 coapxar Hapcku TeHTHIHH UMHBA U CO TOa
yKaxyBaaT Ha MUTPAIMU OJf UTAJICKO TJIO, KOM CUT'YPHO C€ CllydyBaje Iopaju
eKCIIoaTalrjaTa Ha pyqHHLUTE BO peruoHoT Ha KymaHoBcko, KparoBcko u
Paposumko. Hocurenute Ha enurpad)ckuTe CIOMEHHLM 00jaBEeHH ITOrope He Ha-
BeJyBaaT CBOM (D)YHKIIMH IOBP3aHU CO PYIHUIUTE, HO jaCHO € JeKa CTaHyBa
360p 32 0CI000ICHUIN MU KIMEHTH Ha PUMCKHOT HOOMIIUTET U MPHITaTHALA
Ha JIOKaJIHaTa apUCTOKpaTH]ja, KOM 0] CAMOTO OCHOBam-€¢ Ha NPOBHHLMjaTa Ma-
KeZI0HHWja TH Kopuctele OpojHuTe pyaHuny. HoB mogarok gaBa HATIHCOT OJ C.
Henuno (6p. 6), cmecteno mery pyaaunute bydanm u Jlamjas, Ha Koj ce criome-
nyBa Jynuj JIuboH(uj), koj moTekHyBan oj pamunujara JInbouuu, nodpo enu-
rpad)cku TOKyMEHTUPAaHU KaKo KOPUCHHUIIM Ha PYIHUIUTE 3a CpeOpo BO CKOII-
CKO-KyMaHOBCKaTa 00JIacT.





