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MELANIPPIDES FR. 762 PMG. WRITTEN BY EURIPIDES?

KAOBI pot @ mdtep, Baldua Ppotwv,
T0G Gellwou YPuxag HEdEWV.

D. L. Page has in his apparatus criticus ad loc. doubted Melanippi-
des’ authorship of this fragment which is quoted by Clemens of Alex-
andrial and Eusebius2 | agree with Page and will in the following
demonstrate that an ascription of the text to Euripides is more recommen-
dable.

The metre is relevant for my purpose and runs as follows:

-WW~W--WW -
w V Vj (uedéwv Yuxdg, Bergk, whom
I follow
As will be seen the metre has a striking resemblance to the opening
lines of fr. 1018a PMG entitled by C. M. Bowra, A Prayer to the Fates*,
but probably written by Euripides in his Peleus:

KAGTe, Moipac Alog cd 1€ mopd Bpdvov
AyxoTdtw Bewv €Copeval

-W - -UU -WW- WW
-WW-W— WW -

Moreover the words BaOua Ppotwv are only attested in
connection with each other in a choral song in Euripides’ Iphigenia in
Aulis V 202:

mopd 6 Mnpiovny, Apeog
6lov, Bavpa Bpotoicy

And finally LSI quotes only examples from the tragediands
concerning occurences of the word degilwog in fifth century poetry.
So e. g.: Aesch. Supp. 988 xwpa 0&’axBo¢ Geilwv MOAOL

FOOTNOTES

X Strom. 5, 14, 112, p. 402 Staehlin

2 Praep. Evang. 13, 680, PG. 21. 1124 B 6 pehomoldg O MeAavimmidong
Adwv Enai- KAGBI-pedEwy PUYAC.

3 Greek Lyric Poetry2 (Oxford 1961), 404 ff.
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