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GREEK BRONZE VESSELS FOUND IN YUGOSLAVIA

Abstract: |In this paper the author speaks of Greek bronze
vessels found on the territory of Yugoslavia and discerns three
periods of importation. The earliest period (cca 650—550 B.C.)
embraces some twenty vases from the interior of the Balkan pe-
ninsula (Glasinac, Pilatovi¢i, Donja Dolina). In the second period
(cca 550—450 B.C.) the finds are abundant and come not only from
the interior but also from from bordering areas to the Greek world
(Trebenidte, Novi Pazar, Atenica etc.) Finally, from the middle of
the 5thcentury Greek vases became rare in the hinterland and
are found mostly in Macedonia — region which was Hellenised to
a large extent at this time.

Greek penetration into the interior of the Balkan peninsula and
the subsequent relationship between the Greeks and natives, during
the Early Iron Age, is one of the most interesting questions in our
protohistory and has been the subject of intensive study for many
yearsl Bearing in mind the scarcity of data by the ancient authors,
concerning the north Balkan region as well as the fact that there were
no early Greek colonies in these parts, our best sources of knowledge
are the archaeological finds — pottery, jewelry, arms, metal vessels
— characteristic Greek types found in the north, and the Balkanic
forms discovered in Greece.

Many of these Greek forms in the Balkans, for example pottery
and arms, have been the subject of particular studies2 which are a
great help in understanding the Greco-Balkanic relationship. Howe-
ver, bronze vessels, one of the most obvious signs of Greek penetra-
tion to the north are referred to on various occasions but have not
been treated in particular. Our intention here is to touch briefly this
question. _ _ _ _

The earliest bronze vessels of foreign make, found in Yugoslavia,
which can be connected with Greek trade are dated in the period bet-
ween the middle of the 7th and the middle of the 6th centuries. Most
of them are found in the Glasinac area (east Bosnia) — Bjelosavici,

1,,liri i Greci* Catalogue of the exhibition, Belgrade 1959; M. Parovi¢ PeSi-
kan, O karakteru grékog materijala na Glasincu i putevima njegovog prodiranja, Sta-
rinar n. S. XI, 1960, 21—45; M. Parovi¢-PeSikan, Les lllyriern au contact des Grecs,
Arch. lugoslavica V, 1964, 61—81; M. Nikolanci, Contacts gréco-illyriens sur la
coté est de VAdriatique, Arch. lugoslavica V, 1964, 49—60; M. Nikolanci, Arhaj-
ski import u Dalmaciji, Vjesnik za Arheol. i Hist. daim. 68, 1966, 89—118; ,,Anti¢-
ka Bronza u Jugoslaviji“ Catalogue of the exibition, Belgrade 1969 (further in
the text, Anticka bronza); Lj. Popovi¢, Archaic Greek Culture in the Middle Bal-
kans, Beograd 1975.

2 D. Vuckovié¢-Todorovié, La céramique grecque et hellénistique dans Vest
de la Yougoslavie, Rev. Arch. 1973/1, 39—52; P. Lisi¢ar, Cenni sulla ceramica an-
tica, Arch. lugoslavica X1V, 1973, 3—27; R. Vasi¢, Prilog prouc¢avanju grékog oruz-
ja uJugoslaviji, GodisSnjak Centra za Balk. isp. XX, Sarajevo 1982, 3—24.
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Ilijak, Brezje, Osovo, Citluci, Potpeéine, Brankovi¢i3 — while occa-
sional pieces came from the neighbourhood — Donja Dolina by Bo-
sanska Gradiskad4 and Pilatovi¢i by UZiCka PoZegah They represent
for the most part phialae mesomphaloi, plain or ornamented with
lotus leaves and griffon heads, fluted bowls, large bowls with embos-
sed rims, while there are also single finds of an oinochoe and of a
cup with sharply offset lip and (broken) iron handles.

Although all these vases should be considered more or less as
a group which belongs to the same chronological horizon in the Bal-
kan Iron Age culture, certain chronological nuances can perhaps be
discerned. On account of the parallels outside the Balkans one usually
dates fluted bowls and large bowls in the 7th century B. C.§ i.e. so-
mewhat earlier than the influx of phialae mesomphaloi. These two
types remained in use also during the 6th century? but our examples
on account of their form are probably not later than the beginning
of the 6th century. This applies also to two vessels from Pilatovi¢i — a
fluted bowl and a large bowl — found in a female grave which dates
at the earliest from the end of the first half of the 6th century8 Ori-
ginating in the Near East, fluted bowls and large bowls with embossed
rims occur more frequently in Italy than in Greece9 and one suppo-
ses, perhaps correctly, that our examples might have reached the in-
terior of the Balkans by way of Italyld They were found in Greece

8 Bjelosavi¢i: F. Hochstetter, Mitt. Anthr. Gesell. Wien 10, 1881, 289 ff.
T. 11, 1. llijak, mound Il, grave 1: F. Fiala, WMBH 111, 1895, 6—9, Fig. 5—7, 13;
A. Benac — B. Covi¢, Glasinac 2, Sarajevo 1957, 70, T. XVIII. Ilijak, mound

grave 1: F. Fiala, WMBH 111, 1895, 16, Fig. 41. Brezje, Mound I, graves 1 and 2:
A. Benac — B. Covi¢, Glasinac 2, 72, T. XXIII, 1. 8. 9. Osovo, mound II, grave 1:
F. Fiala, WMBH VI, 1899, 39—43, Fig. 15—16; A. Benac — B. Covi¢, Glasinac
2, 73, T. XXVIII, 1, 2. Citluci, mound I, grave 5: F. Fiala, WMBH 1, 1893, 133—137,
Fig. 19—20; A. Benac — B. Covi¢, Glasinac 2, 75, T. XXX, 5. The graves with bron-
ze vessels from Potpecine and Brankoviti are mentioned in WMBH 1, 1893, 160 and
WMBH VI, 1899, 27—28. For other informations about these objects | thank very
much Dr. B. Covic.

4 Z. Marie, Donja Dolina, Glasnik Zem. Muz. n. s. XIX, Sarajevo 1964, 37,
T. XII, 2.

5 For the informations about the finds in Pilatovi¢i | thank very much Dr
M. Zotovic.

6 F. Matz, Clio 30, 1937, 110—117; F. Villard, Monuments Piot 48/2, 1956,
3Iff. H. Luschey, Die Phiale, Bleicherode Harz 1939, 76ff.

7 Comp. E. Gjerstad, The Sweden Cyprus Expedition 1V, 2, Stockholm 1948,
150, Fig. 28 and 405ff.; D. Lollini, Sintesi della Civilta Picena, Jadranska obala u
protohistoriji, Zagreb 1976, 132, T. VIII, 3—4, 138, T. XII, 2, 146, T. XV, 9.

8 Spectacle fibulae, boat fibulae and small fibulae with the catch-plate in
the form of a Boeotian shield were in use during the 6th century, while an astragal
belt similar to the example from Arareva Gromila at Glasinac (A. Benac — B. Co-
vi¢, Glasinac 2, T. XL, 4) should not be earlier than the middle of the same century.

9 F. Matz, Clio 30, 110 ff,; H. Hencken, Amer. Journ. of Arch. 62, 1958,
265—267. Comp, also A. Minto, Le ultime scoperte archeloogiche di Populonia, Mon.
Ant. 34, 1931, 363 ff. T. X—XI.

10 M. Parovié-Pesikan, Starinar n. s. X1, 23; A. Benac — B. Covié¢, Glasi-
nac 2, 35. On the relations between the Glasinac area and Italy, comp. B. Goveda-
rica, Prilog razmatranju kulturnih veza Balkana i jugoisto¢ne Italije u starijem Zze-
ljeznom dobu, Putevi i komunikaeije u praistoriji, Materijali arh. drustva Jugosi.
XVI, Pe¢ 1978, 77—89.



R. Vasi¢, Greek Bronze Vessels, ZA 33,2(1983)185—194 187

too and their Greek provenience can not be definitely excludedll, but
a slight chronological difference between these and other bronze va-
ses may point to some extent to a different source of import.

The Greek origin of other bronze vessels of this period is more
convincing. Plain phiale mesomphaloi and lotus phiale are discovered
in large numbers in Greece, particularly in Corinth12 and we can
suppose that our examples came from this direction. Phialae mesom-
phaloi appeared in Greece in the 7th century though the main lot is
dated to the 6th century B.C.13 It is supposed that the deeper phialae
(scale between height and diameter 1:3 and | :4) are older than the
shallow examples (scale 1:5 and 1:6) but this general tendency can
not be taken as a rule without exceptionsl4 Yet on this account we
suppose that phialae mesomphaloi appeared in the interior of the
Balkans in the second half of the 7th century and that most of them
belong to the 6th century B.C.5

GLASINAC
Bjelosavici
BrankoVic¢i 1896 V,]
Brezje 1895 I,x
Brezje 1895 1,2

Citluci 189 Ig

llijak 1893 11,

llijak 1893 XI11,4

Osovo 1897 I1,x : ( : D

Potpecine 1892 XVII,!

PILATOVICI S C H 3
DONJA DOLINA 1*537

Fig. 1. Greek bronze vessels in Yugoslavia between 640 and 550 B. C.

11 H. Payne, Perachora, Oxford 1940, 151, n. 8.

12 Ibid., 148—156, T. 51—56; C. Biegen, H. Palmer, R. Young, The North
Cemetery, Corinth X111, 1964, 95, Pl. 81, Fig. 10.

18 H. Payne, Perachora, 149..

14 Ibid., 150; H. Lushey, Die Phiale, 38.

15 The phiale from llijak Il, 1 measures 1: 3, but the one from mound XIII,
1 almost 1: 5. The Brezje examples are deeper, ca. 1: 3, the Osovo piece ca. 1:, 4,.
while the Donja Dolina example measures after Mari¢’c reconstruction ca. 1: 3,
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Bronze phialae from Potpecine and Brankovi¢i have incised
animal figures wich most probably represent griffon heads, but their
poor state of preservation does not enable us to say anything more
preciselyls They arrived probably from the same source as the lotus
phialae: the bronze phialae with griffon heads are discovered only
in Perachora and Olympial7, while a variation of the decoration appears
on a bowl from the collection Tyskiewicz, found in Sovana, Etruria,
which is believed to be also of Corinthian originl8 All these finds
are dated to the first half and the third quarter of the 7th century but
our examples may be somewhat later. The phiales in Brankoviéi was
found together with local jewelry from the middle of the 6th century,
while in Potpecine, beside the griffon phiale, a lotus phiale is found
similar in type to the example from Donja Dolina which points to the
first half of the 6th century as a possible date for this graveld.

According to the form, the oinochoe from Bjelosavici is probab-
ly CorinthianZ) while the cup from the Ilijak has parallels in Greece
as well as in Italy2l

The next period embraces the second half of the 6th and the first
half of the 5th centuries in which a change in the character of imported
bronze vessels is obvious. The body of a vase is hammered as before,
but the mouth, handles and foot, as Payne underlined, are cast sepa-
rately thus assuming a new importance22. The main find of this period
is Trebeniste dated mainly to the second half of the 6th century B.C.23
Several dozens of bronze vessels from this site represent almost all
Greek types known in this period: craters, tripods, stands, hydriae,
amphorae, basins with handles on tripod feet, phialae, etc. Although

16 For all details on these vessels | thank Dr. B. Covic.

17 H. Payne, Perachora, 154, T. 51, 1—3; A. Furtwaengler, Olympia 1V, 1890
141—142, Nr. 883, T. 52. Comp. J. D. Beazley, Antike Kunst 4, Basel 1961, 600 ff.

18 W. Froehner, La Collection Tyskiewich9 Minchen 1896, T. XV ; H. Payne,
Necrocorinthia, Oxford 1931, 271; H. V. Hermann, Olymp. Forschungen XI, 1979,
129, n. 32

19 Comp. R. Vasi¢, Donja dolina i Makedonija, GodiSnjak Centra za Balk,
isp. XIV, Sarajevo, 1975, 87—=89.

2 Comp. H. Payne, Perachora, 158, T. 58, 3—4; similar pottery shapes comp.
H. Payne, Necrocorinthia, Fig. 10 A—B.

21 H. Payne, Perachora, 157, T. 58, 2; A De Ridder, Catalogue des bronzes
trouvés sur FAcropole d Athénes, Paris 1896, 38, Fig. 12. Comp, also H. Payne, Necro-
corinthia, 210, Fig. 96 c, but also, Tomba Castelani, scavi 1861, in Villa Guilia
in Rome.

2 H. Payne, Necrocorinthia, 209.

2 B. Filow — K. Schkropil. Die archaische Nekropole von Trebenischte am
Ochrida See, Berlin—Leipzig 1927 ; N. Vuli¢, Das neue Grab von Trebenischte, Arch.
Anzeiger 1930, 276—299; .. Ein neues Grab bei Trebenischte, Jahreshefte d. Oest.
Arch Inst. 28, 1932, 164—186; —Neue Graber bei Trebenischte. Arch. Anzeiger
1933, 459—486; — La nécropole archaique de Trebenishte, Rev. Arch. 1934, 26—38.
V. Lahtov — J. Kastelic, Novi istrazuvanja na nekropolata ,,Trebeniste* 1953— 1954,
Lihnid 1, 1957, 5—58. Lj. Popovi¢, Katalog nalaza iz nekropole kod Trebenista, Na-
rodni muzej Beograd 1956.
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Chalcidian influence is visible on some of the Trebeniste finds, Pelo-
ponnesian manufacture, direct or indirect by way of the south Italian
colonies, seems to prevaild

Other finds in Macedonia show similar characteristics though
less versatility. A crater and an amphora which have parallels in Tre-
beniste are found in Beranci-Petilep near BitolaZk a handle of an
amphora comes from Donja Bjelica near the Lake of Ohrid® and
a handle of a basin from StobiZZ. A group of bronze vessels from Ra-
doliste on the Lake of Ohrid (phiale, cauldron)28 should be later than
the Trebeniste horizon. A number of figurai elements which proba-
bly belonged to bronze vases was discovered in Macedonia —maenad
in Tetovo, goats in Gevgelija and Trap near Bitola, and also in Ko-
sovo — a running girl from Prizren and a handle of a mirror or pa-
tera in the form of a youth from Janjevo3,

There are important finds of bronze vessels in Serbia, in Novi
Pazar and Atenica, whose origin is most probably south Italy. The
Novi Pazar find provided a hydria, basins, a phiale, an amphora,
a cista and a strainer3l, while in Atenica, in spite of the poor state of
preservation, one can discern from the fragments one or two basins and
a crater with roll-handles like the example from Beranci-Petilep. A
golden plaque in the form of a boar belonged perhaps to a bronze
vessel32. Glasinac did not produce much in this period: an archaic
silver boar, dated ca. 530 B.C., from Zagradje similar to figurai pla-
ques from Atenica and Trebeniste can be connected with fragments
of a thin bronze vessel from the same grave Finally a handle of a
basin from Pod, central Bosnia3tis similar to the corresponding ob-

jects from Trebeniste and Novi Pazar and should be dated to the end
of the 6th century.

2 B. Filow — K. Schkropil, op. cit.,, 101 ff.; H. Payne, Necrocorinthia,

109; I, KouAgipovn — BokotomouAou. XaAkai KopinBioupyelg mpoxot. Athens
1975, 182.

5 I. Mikul€i¢, Pelagonija u svetlosti arheoloskih nalaza, Skopje—Beograd
1966, 37—38, Fig. 20.

2% N. Vuli¢, Arch. Anzeiger 1933, 479, Fig. 18.

21 AntiCka bronza, 75, Nr. 50.

23 Lj. Popovié¢, Radoliste, Zbornik Narodnog Muzeja I, Beograd 1956, 75
ff. T. VI, 23/1, 24/1: VII, /1, 78/1.

29 N. Vuli¢, Arch. Anzeiger 1933, 480, Fig. 19—20; Lj. Popovi¢, Archaic
Greek Culture in the midlle Balkans, 78, Fig. 2. B. Filow — K. Schkropil, op. cit.,
54, Fig. 53; 1. Mikulgi¢, Pelagonija. .-, 38.

P W. Lamb, Greek and Roman Bronzes, London 1929, 97—98, T. 33a; Lj.
Popovi¢, Archaic Greek Culture in the middle Balkans, 78, Fig. 3.

31 Dj. ManoZisi — Lj. Popovi¢, Der Fund von Novi Pazar (Serbien), 50 Be-
richt RGK, 1969, 195—20; Novi Pazar, Ilirsko-grcki nalaz, Narodni Muzei Beo-
grad 1969.

32 M. Djukni¢ — B. Jovanovié, lllyrian Princely Necropolis at Atenica, Arch.
lugoslavica VI, 1965, 16 ff. T. XVII, 4—10, XX, 18, XXIIl, 15—19; — lllyrian Prin-
cely Tombs in Western Serbia, Archaeology 19, 1, 1966, 43—51.

3B Zagradje, mound 1, grave 3 — F. Fiala, WMBH VI, 51, Fig. 51,
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The earliest imported bronze vases in the Adriatic, showing
parallels in the East Mediterannean, can be ascribed to the 6th cen-
tury, though their character is completely different : a bowl with
knobs around the rim and a fragment of a vessel with figures of grif-
fons are isolated finds, perhaps from Salona&

A new chronological horizon, dated from the second half of the
5th to the end of the 4th centuries, shows again differences in the
character of bronze vessels finds. The mayor part comes from Mace-
donia :the most important finds are Demir Kapija® and Beranci-
Crkviste while one should mention also Graesnicad Izbiste by
Resen3, Prilepd) KruSevica, Zivojno and Prilepec4l, etc.42 A signi-
ficant group of bronze vessels was discovered in Zdanec in Skopje43
Large necropolises around the Lake of Ohrid — TrebeniSko Kale,
Openica and Arapski Grobista produced ca. 15 bronze vases but,
they belong to the 3rd and 2nd centuries B.C. in spite of Lahtov’s at-
tempts to place the early graves of these cemeteries in the 4th century4

The most frequent forms which we meet in Macedonia are si-
tulae with plaques in the form of human and animal heads, cantharoi
with elaborate handles, aribaloi, bowls, ladles, cauldrons etc. Paral-
lels for almost all of these forms are to be found in Greek Macedonia
from where they were probably imported and where the infuence of
Chalcidic cities, with a noticeable Attic touch, was prevalent&

In the interior of the Balkans bronze vessels are scarce in this
period. Exceptions are two jugs with fluted bodies and a strainer from

3% B. Covi¢, Die Inschrift von Bugojno und ihre Chronologie, Arch. lugosla-
vica V, 1964, 29, Fig. 30.

3P M. Nikolanci, Maloazijski import u isto€hom Jadranu, Jadranska obala
u protohistoriji, 274, T. I, 2; I, 4; .. Anti¢ka bronza, 76, Nr. 52.

¥ D. Vuckovi¢-Todorovié¢, Anticka Demir Kapija, Starinar li.s. XII, 1961,
238—240, Fig. 16—20; Anticka Bronza, 77, Nr. 56. B. CoKO{fOBCKa, ApxeoJiom-
KHTe HCKynaBaH>a bo Zlomhp Kannja, Maced. Acta Arch. 4, 1978, 107.

3 1. Mikulgi¢, Pelagonija. . ., 56, Fig. 29.
3B Antitka bronza, 77, No. 54.
3 Antitka bronza, 78, No. 58.

2 K. KenecKH, XeneHHCTiraaTa HeicponoJia non; MapKosme Kyjm, Maced.
Acta Arch. 1. 1975, 156, 160, T. II, 3.

41 1. Mikulgi¢, Pelagonija. .., 56, Fig. 30a—c.

42 Comp. J. Todorovi¢, Praistorijska Karaburma, Beograd 1972, 58, n. 49.

4 V. Sokolovska — R. Pasi¢, Eden grob od Zdanec, Zbornik Arheol. Mti-
zeja VI—VII, Skopje 1975, 238—241, T. IV, 1, V. 1.

4 V. Lahtov, ArheoloSko iskopuvanje na ,, Trebenisko Kale* kaj seloto Tre-
beniste, Ohridsko, 1953—1954, Lihnid II—II1, 1959, 11. .57, T. 16, 1—2, 17, 2—3,
18, 1—2, 23, 1, 32, 2. The vessels from Openica and Arapski grobista, mentioned
in the above paper, are not published.

% Comp, Treasures of Ancient Macedonia, Catalogue of the Exhibition,
Thessaloniki 1979. Also, M. Robinson, Excavations at Olynthus X, Baltimore 1941,
181 ff., Nos. 570—575, T. 37—38; 194 ff., T. 50.
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Glasinac, Citluci, found together with an Attic skyphosd They
should be dated to the second half of the 5th century or even
later, marking the beginning of a predominant Attic influence in
these parts, evidence of which is confirmed in several ways in Yu-
goslav Macedonia4Z. A bowl from Strpci, in which eight silver hinge
fibulae were found, dates from the 4th century and should be paralle-
led with Zdanec48 Two bronze vessels from Romaja by Prizren —
a jug and a bowl — are later and have parallels in TrebeniSko Kale49,
Further north two bronze vessels — a situla and a biconic bowl —
were found in the Celtic cemetery at Karaburma, Belgrade. They are
dated by Todorovié to the beginning of the 3rd century and are most
probably objects of the loot which was plundered in Greece during the

Celtic invasion30. The other finds of bronze vessels in the hinterland
are later5L

Finds on the Adriatic coast are not so frequent in the 5th and
4th centuries as they are in Macedonia : some bronze vessels from
Budva can be perhaps ranged within the 4th century B.C.52 One
should mention here also the depot from OSani¢i near Stolac where
the greatest number of objects is dated to the first half of the 2nd,
century B.C., but a bronze situla and a bronze square box are earl-

lier, perhaps from the end of the 4th or the beginning of the 3rd
centurys3

% F. Fiala, WMBH 1, 1893, 139, Figs. 34—35. Comp. M. Parovic¢-PeSikan,
Starinar n. s. X1, 29 and 33. The strainer belongs to a type mainly in use at the end
of the 6th and in the first half of the 5th century (Comp. A. Zannoni, Gli Scavi della
Certosa di Bologna, Bologna 1876, grave 52, T. XXIX, 20—22; D. Lollini, Jadran-
ska obala u protohistoriji, 146, T. XV, 12) and is perhaps a heritage from an earlier
period. Two cups are finely fluted and seem to be typollogically later than the cups
from Bashova mogila, Duvanlij, put forwards as parallels (B. Filow, Die Grabhu-
gelnekropole bei Duvanlij in Stidbulgarien, Sofia 1934, 67, Fig. 84, 79, Fig. 100). Our
vessels are very similar to a vase from Pudria, northwest Bulgaria, found in a grave
with iron spearheads and a bronze situla decorated with plaques in the form of fe-
male heads (B. Nikolov, lzvestija Arheol. Inst. XXVIII, Sofija 1965, 172—173,
Fig. 14).

47 Comp. Attic pottery in Demir Kapija — especially two white lekythoi (D.
Vuckovi¢-Todorvi¢, Starinar n. s. XII, 245, Fig. 29) and three Attic grave steles
in Yugoslav Macedonia (R. Vasi¢, Ziva Antika XXI, 1, 1971, 281—286; V. Soko-
lovska, Arch. lugoslavica XIX, 1978, 42—45).

48 M. Hoernes, Srebrnipokladni nalazak iz Strbaca u Bosni, Glasnik Zemalj.
Muz. XIII, Sarajevo 1901, 531, Fig. 10.

4 N. Djuri¢ — J. Glisi¢ — J. Todorovi¢, Praistorijska Romaja, Prizren—Beo-
grad 1975, 106, T. IV, 1—2.

5 J. Todorovié, Praistorijska Karaburma, 58, T. VIII, 1, 10; XLVI—XLVIII,

51 Comp, other bronze vessels from Karaburma which are later (ibid., 57—60),
then an oinochoe from Bo3njani, Serbia (Ch. Picard, Aigle et serpent, Starinar n. s.
XI—XI1V, 1964,—65, Iff., Fig. 1—2), etc. For a situla, said to be found be in Vace,

M. Gustin, Ein Bronzeeimer aus Vace, Arch. Korrespondenzblatt 9, 1979/1, 87—89
T. 3.

52 Anticka bronza, 78f., Nos. 59—62, 64.

8 Z. Marie, Depo pronaden u ilirskom gradu Daors.. u, Glasnik Zemalj. Muz.
n. s. XXXIII, Sarajevo 1978, Arheologija, 51—56, T. XIX—XXII, Comp, also a
plain bowl T, XXIV, 8§,
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Several miniature silver perfume boxes, belonging to this period
and found at various sites — Plana by Bile¢a, Zdanec in Skopje and
Bogdanovci in Slavonia — should be connected with jewelry rather
than with bronze vessels%

On the basis of these scattered data a following development

in the import of broze vessels to the Yugoslav territory can be dis-
cerned.

Bronze vessels dated between 650 and 550 B.C. are found up
to now only in the regions deep in the hinterland — in Bosnia and
west Serbia and this situation is fully corroborated by imported arms :
only sites far inland in Bosnia, Slavonia and Serbia produced Greek
weapons in this period% In Yugoslav Macedonia and on the Adria-
tic coast these forms of import are absent. It seems that the areas,
neighbouring on the Greek cities in Macedonia and the south Adria-
tic did not offer much possibility for trade and that the Greek cara-
vans had to travel long distances north in search of interested buyers
for their wares — the local markets like Donja Dolina on the river
Sava, or the economically and politically strong tribal groups like
those on the Glasinac plateau. These groups began to show some
interest in foreign products, particularly in bronze vessels and de-
fensive arms — the objects most likely to impress the barbaric chief-

tains at this stage of their rise to might and power in the distant
Balkan mountains.

Yet in general, this contact was not extremely frequent judging
by the quantity of imports and it is reflected in the Balkan finds from
Greece. A number of west and central Balkan jewelry pieces and arms
was found in the Greek temples and can be explained as the gifts re-
ceived by the Greek merchants during their voyages into the far and
unknown, rather than evidence that northern chieftains or their he-
ralds wandered so far south.

The question is in fact a matter for discussion. One can not,
exclude completely the possibility that some indigene noblemen tra-
velled south to pay their respect to and consult with the Gods of Gree-
ce — the Glasinac sword in Delphi and a fragment of a greave in
Olympia® may (but not necessarily) indicate this possibility — but
it is hard to ascribe to the same provenience rare buttons, fibulae,
belt buckles, bracelets and other membra disiecta of Balkan jewelry

5 C. Truhelka, Bogati prehistoricki nalaz iz jedne gromile u Plani, Glasnik
Zemalj. Muz. X111, 1901, 9, Fig. 10; V. Sokolovska — R. Padi¢, Zbornik Arheol.
Muz. VI—VII, 241, T. IV, 2; J. Brundmid, Prehistorijski predmeti iz srijemske Zu-
panije, Vjesn. Hrv. arh. drustva X, 1908—1909, 234ff. Fig. 23, 7.

® R. Vasi¢, Godisnjak Centra za Balk. isp. XX, 18—21.

s p Perdrizet, Fouilles de Delphes V, 1908, 214, No. 749, Fig. 933; K. Kilian,
Germania 51, 1973, 528ff. Fig. 2,
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spread all over the Aegean5/. It seems to me more likely that it was
the other way around. Simply, it was the period of extensive Greek
colonisation and their penetration in various directions, the period
when Greeks travelled and not the Balkan tribes who lived at this time
in the gentile tradition and were principally interested in their imme-
diate neighbours : how to make piece with them when it was neces-
sary and how to rob their cattle when it was opportune.

The period between 550 and 450 B.C. shows a considerable
change in the relationship between the Greeks and natives. Bronze
vessels are found in much larger number and generally on the terri-
tory of Macedonia and south Serbia, as well as on the Adriatic coast
-in the regions close to the Greek world. The import of other Greek
products shows the same picture : weapons, in particular Illyrian
helmets, are found in abundace in the same areas, Greek pottery, rare
up to now, is more frequent, even some jewelry forms are imported
and further developed by the local craftsmen. The Balkan market
became more actual in the Greek commercial plans which is under-
standable because of the new political situation in the eastern Medi-
terannean and the Persian menace. On the other hand the continued
economic development of some Balkan tribes and the formation of
a new tribal aristocracy keen on breaking the gentile relationship,
prepared a favourable ground for increased interest in foreign and
luxurious wares. Even some Greek artisans seem to have stayed for
a period at the so-called courts of this newly formed tribal class3

In Greece also the change is noticeable. Barbaric products are
no longer kept in the shrines of the temples as examples of exotic taste
in the finish of jewelry but some Balkan elements are adopted by the
Greeks in their costumeS. The first half of the 5th century is parti-
cularly characterised by these tendencies.

From the second half of the 5th century the intensity of bronze
vessel import to the Yugoslav territory is weakening. They are still
found in large numbers in Yugoslav Macedonia, generally in the
west (Pelagonia) and central regions (the Vardar valley) which were
hellenised to a large degree at that time, but further north they are rare.
Greek arms are absent from Macedonia in this horizon; the ’lllyrian
helmets are in vogue only in the west Balkans and are produced pro-
bably in a workshop close to these regions. Contact between the north

57 K. Kilian, TrachtZubehor der Einsenzeit zwischen Aegaeis und Adria, Praeh-
Zeitschrift 50, 1975, 105ff. T. 82—86, esp. pp. 119—120. Also, K. Kilian, Bosnisch.
herzegowinische Bronzen der Eisenzeit I1 aus Griechenland, Godisnjak Centra za Balk
Isp. XIII, Sarajevo 1976, 163—171. V. Pingel, 'Balkanische’ bronzen in Sizilien
und Unteritalien, Situla 20/21, 1980, 172—173.

58 B. Covi¢, Od Butmira do Ilira, Sarajevo 1976, 312—3109.

5 F. e. double-shank pins, comp. R. Vasi¢, Praeh. Zeitschrift 57, 1982, 220
ff. Comp. N. Alfieri, P. E. Arias, M. Hirmer, Spina, Minchen 1948, 32—33, T. 16—
17, for the representation of an ,,M* double-shank pin on the Boreas painter cra-
ter from Spina.

13 Ziva Antika
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Balkans and Greece is shown mainly by the imported jewelry — ear-
rings, fibulae, bracelets, miniature perfume boxes, etc., some of which
were made perhaps by Greek artisans in the local workshops.

This change in the intensity of the relationship certainly has
its historical background. It is obvious that the former powerfull tri-
bal groups in Illyria — such as Trebeniste and Glasinac — did not
exist any more, having given place to new tribes not yet fully develo-
ped economically and politically, which it seems were occupied in
small scale trading with the south. The Greeks on the other hand did
not see much reward for their trade in these areas and directed their
interest towards the East Balkans, toward Thrace. The possibility
of new finds in Yugoslavia may modify this picture, but for the mo-
ment the Greek bronze vessels and arms found in Thrace fully corro-
borate this statement.

Whereas up to now some twenty bronze vessels and a number
of imported arms from the period between 650 and 550 B. C. have
been found in the west Balkan area, only one bronze vase — a plain
phiale mesophalos from Sofronievo® — was discovered as far as |
know on the Bulgarian territory. The first large imports of bronze
vessels in Duvanij (mounds MuSovica and Kukuva mogila) are da-
ted to the second quarter of the 5th century, i.e. after the Persian ret-
reat from the Balkan peninsula6l From then on, throughout the se-
cond half of the 5th and the entire 4th centuries bronze wvessels of
various forms as well as Greek helmets and corslets are abundant in
Thrace and are found in astonishingly larger numbers than in the West
Balkan area62 Although the main finds are concentrated around Plov-
div, in the centers of the Odrysian kingdom, a considerable quantity
of Greek products comes from north Bulgaria. An instructive exam-
ple of such a center in north Thrace is the region of Vraca where the
local tribe reached the peak of their power towards the middle of the
4th century which is best expressed through the luxurious metal ves-
sels, jewelry and Attic pottery in.the graves of the local chieftainsé3

| leave a further discussion on this interesting theme for another
occasion and hope that this short paper on imported Greek bronze
vessels to Yugoslavia will contribute in some degree to a better un-
derstanding of the Greco-Balkanic relations in the period between
the 7th and the 4th centuries B.C.

Received 15 sept. 1983.

6 B. Nikolov, lIzvestija Arheol. Inst. XXVIII, Sofija 1965, 176, Fig. 5 The
scale between height and diameter is ca. 1: 4.

61 B. Filow, Die Grabh&geinekropole bei Duvanlij in Sudbulgarien, 39—58,
82—97. Comp. P. Alexandrescu, Thraco—Dacica 1, 1976, 117 ff.

62 B. Filow, op. cii., passim; I. Venedikov — T. Gerassimov, Thrahische
Kunst, Wien—Minchen 1973, passim; — Goldschatze der Thraker — Thrakische
Kultur und Kunst auf bulgarischem Boden, Catalogue of the exhibition, Vienna 1975.

6y I. Venedikov, Novootkrito trakijsko mogilno pogrebenie v Vraca, Arheo-
logija Sofija 1966/1, 7. .15; B. Nikolov, Grobnica 1110t Mogilanskata mogila v Vra-
ca, Arheologija, Sofija 1967/1,11—18.



