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794 maiel mapaoTtdg veipav ¢ mAeupdv Eipel

797 TNTW dg TPrVAC* of 85 dxnua MWAIKOV. ..
803 TOPESTI AUTIPA TIPOC QiAwv TEMOVOEVQ.

972 Bdkyou mpoentng wote Mayyaiov mETpaAv...

The conclusion to be drawn from this evidence is that Rhesus
is ,,a poor poet’s play“. It just cannot be the work of a Euripides (not
even twenty years old). Thus, pace Ritchie, | would side with Wilamo-
witz firsty with, say, H. D. F. Kitto last6in believing that Rhesus is
a spurious play7.
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ARISTOTLE AND MENANDER ON EDUCATION

1. Obviously, Aristotle shared the view of the old Solon (Fr. 27
West) in believing that the human lifespan could be divided into se-
ven-year periods (hebdomads): Polit. H 17, p. 1336 b 37 Ross, Avo &’
gioiv AAIKion mpog ¢ dvaykaiov dinprcBal tnv maideiav, mPOG TNV Amo
TWV ENTA PEXPL APNC kat MAAV Tpog TNV GQ’ NPNG MEXPL Twv EVoC
Kai €ikooly €twv, of ydp Toic €Roopdat dlapolvieg Tog NAIKIOC ¢ emi T0
TOAD Aéyouatv 00 KOKWC, Oel O TN JdloIpEdel TAC PUOEWC EMOKOAOULDETY.

2. The age of seven (and not fourteen or twenty-one) seems to
be crucial for Aristotle. For it is then that a man becomes ,,mature*, in
the sense that he becomes capable of distinguishing between good and
evil. Compare Aétius 5.23 and Ps. Galen Philos, hist. 127: 'HpakAgITOC
Kai oi Ztwikoi Gpxeabal TOU¢ avBpwToug THC TEAEIOTNTOC TEPi TNV OEL-

5 Analecta Euripidea (Berlin, 1875), p. 198.

6 Yale Classical Studies 25 (1977), 317—350. — Ebener offers a useful sur-
vey of pros and cons (pp. 20—23).

7 As is known since Chr. Riedel {Alliteration bei den drei grossen griechischen
Tragikern, Diss. Erlangen, 1900), the /»/-alliteration is the most frequent one in Greek
tragedy (followed by kappa and sigma). Among the assonances, those of alpha and
epsilon are the most common ones. Compare Ritchie 241f., and now M. Marcovich,
Three-Word Trimeter in Greek Tragedy (Beitrage zur Klass. Philologie, 158).
Konigstein/Taunus, 1984, p. 183 and n. 21. On the m/y-parechesis compare also Ed-
uard Fraenkel ad Aeschylus Agamemnon 268,
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Tépav EBdoPAGN, TEPD MV O OTMEPUATIKOC KIVEITAL 0ppog. .., <APIOTOTE-
Anc> O mepi v MPWTNV €ROopGd, <mepi Av> éwola yivetal KoAol TE
Kai kokoO Kai tng didaokaAiag apxn.l

3. Consequently, according to Aristotle, a man’s education should
begin at the age of seven. But when does it stop, may | ask? In other
words, did Aristotle share another feeling of the old Solon, Mpdokw
0’ aiei moAa O160okouevog? Apparently, not. According to Aristotle,
a man may well become a miser with old age or disability. And if
that happens his miserliness cannot be cured, since reeducation in
old age is imposable: EN A 1, p. 1121 b 12, 'H &’ Gveheubepia aviatog T’
éotiv (Qokel yap T ynpoc Koi mdoo dduvatio  AveAeLBEPOUC TOIETY)
Kai. . .2

4. Theophrastus took over this view from Aristotle: an old man
is unable to change his way of life, no matter how harmful it may be
to him, for reeducation in old age is difficult, even impossible: MMepi
noudeiog apud Stobaeum . 31. 124 (Il, p. 240. 18—25 Wachsmuth),
...Kai N avaotpo@ny XOAemn, MAAov O6€ axedov d@duvatoc. oUTE yap O
Xpovog didwatv  efouciav peTabéoswe ovd’ n @UoIC dhvatal peTOpavd-
Vel 10 BéATIOV. . .3

5 1 now come to Menander. His characters Misanthrope (Cne-
mon in Dyscolus) and Miser (Euclio in Aulularia) do not change their
way of life at the end of the respective play, no matter how much de-
trimental it proved to be to them. Cnemon frankly admits (Dyscolus
7L1f.): 0005 dv €1¢ dOVaITO We / TOUTO METOMEIol TIC UMWY, GAAG  ouy-
xwprjoete. Compare 252, out Ov detameioal vouBetawv. Why Menander
believed that a misanthrope or a miser cannot be reeducated? My
answer would be: probably because both of them are yépovteg, and,
according to Aristotle, reeducation in old age is difficult, even im-
possible (aviotog, @dUvotoc).

In conclusion, in believing that an old man cannot be reeduca-
ted, Menander most probably stood under the influence of the theory
of Aristotle,, via Theophrastus4.
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3 As for the text, see M. Marcovieh, Hernies 94 (1966) 121f.

2 Compare M. Marcovich, ~Euclio, Cnemon, and the Peripatos®, lllinois
Class. Studies 2 (1977) 197—218, esp. pp. 202f.

3See P. Steinmetz, Annales Universitatis Saraviensis 8 (1.959) 230—235 ; Idem,
»Menander und Theophrast,” Rhein. Museum 103 (1960) 190f.

# Compare K. Gaiser, ,,Menander und der Peripatos“, Antike und Abend-
land 13 (1967) 8—40, contra A. Barigazzi, La formazione spirituale di Menandro
(Turin, 1965), passim.



