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Προς δέ τούτο ις πώς λέγει (sc. Democritus) καί ζ ώ ι ω ν το λευ­
κόν ένίων γίνεσθαι μέλαν, εί τεθεί η σαν ούτως, ώστ’ έπισκιάζειν; δλως 
δέ του διαφανούς καί του λαμπρού μάλλον έοικε την φύσιν ή του λευ­
κού λέγει ν.

1. ζώιων is Useneris conjecture for the transmitted έξ ών 
(codd. Parisinus 1921 and Laurentianus LXXXVII, 20). Diels and 
Kranz adopted the conjecture. Usener referred to Aristotle, GA 785 
a 21 : μελαντέρας δέ γίνεσθαι γηρασκούσας τάς γεράνους. But this 
reference has nothing to do with our passage. Moreover, έξ ών is not 
an easy textual corruption of ζώιων.

2. On the other hand, V. E. Alfieri (Gli atomisti: testimonianze e 
frammenti. Bari, 1936, p. 160) and Salomo Luria (Democritea. Leni- 
nopoli, 1970, Fr. 484) keep the transmitted έξ ών in their editions. 
However, έξ ών cannot yield the required sense of έκ τίνων;

3. Consequently, I would suggest the reading: πώς λέγει καί έκ 
<ποί>ων (sc. λόγων) τό λευκόν ένίων (sc.σωμάτων) γίνεσθαι μέλαν. . 
„Why and on what grounds does Democritus claim that the white color 
of some objects (or bodies) turns dark if they are placed so as to throw 
(=have) a shadow?“

With έπισκιάζειν we may understand an έαυτοΐς, as in the pre­
ceding chapter 79: ένδέχεται γαρ καί τα περιφερή καί άπλώς πάντα 
έπισκιάζειν έαυτοΐς.

Palaeographically, the transmitted έξ ών seems to be a corrup­
tion of a false reading: έξ <όποί>ων for the correct έκ <ποί>ων The same 
scribal error όποιος for ποιος, in a direct question, occurs at Euripides, 
Phoenissae 878 f.: . . . ποια (P: όποια rei.) δ* ού λέγων έπη / ές έ/θος 
ήλθον παισί τοΐσιν Οίδίπου; Bacchae 663: ήκεις δέ ποιαν (Person: δ' 
όποιαν L Ρ) προστιθείς σπουδήν λόγου;
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